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Wangkrot Historic District : Reinterpreting History towards Design
Intervention
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Abstract

Rehabilitation of Historic Wangkrot Market is an action research implemented and integrated
toward 3 fields of practice: local historiography, public participation and building intervention. This article
aims to reflect how the development mechanism emerged upon the series historically activities. Two levels
of historiography are concerned on this study : the history of settlement and the historical census (history
of individual). In order to conduct such historiography, various tools were employed: interview, literature
review, public gathering and “poster as data presentation. The results of this first phase are the distribution
of historical framework and knowledge. Moreover, the community was indirectly stimulated and aware of
their own existed values.

The series of activities related history was transposed to the planning of pilot project. The public
forum and the focused group facilitated the discussion of reinterpreting historical fabric: how to re utilize
the neglected historical area in nowadays circumstance. Two case studies are demonstrated here in this
article : the adaptive reuse of neglected undercover area to the arcade-like space and the conversion of
historic commercial space to the living museum.

The initiations of these pilot projects generate the extended positive impact to the community.
There are the spontaneous initiatives by local people themselves, for instance : the emergence of private
livings exhibition and the independent renovation of the houses, however, highly respect the whole
integrity. The social impact could also be seen on such concurrent, there is a conceiving of merchants
group as a new social organization to establish the weekend food market.

Keywords : Rehabilitation, Conservation, History, Public Participation, Design Intervention, Adaptive Reuse






