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Boundaries of Dwellings in Livable Vernacular Community :
Case Studies of Lao-Krang Villages

Pudtan Chantarangkul
Lecturer, Landscape Architecture Division, Faculty of Architecture, Kasetsart University

Abstract

The rapid development and adoption of western lifestyle and capitalism cause the transformations of
the lifestyles, traditions, and cultures of vernacular communities that indicate their identities. At present,
people in such communities live more individually and designate their property boundaries explicitly by
using new materials from industrial sector which can be obtained conveniently and easily assemble. As a
result, people overlook their own inherited local wisdoms obtained from experiential knowledge such as their
senses of place, architectural styles, and built environments that have been carefully selected and passed
through generations. Furthermore, the preservation of their own indigenous and distinctive identities has not
been treasured by younger generations. In livable vernacular communities, the residences look after each
other and live on local resources with minimal exploits of and impact to their natural environments. The
majority of houses in vernacular villages do not have fence or only use local and natural materials that can be
acquired around their communities to designate their property boundaries and to protect their properties
from cattle. Their visions are not blocked in by the fences. Villagers still have interrelationship between
themselves and live peacefully in the communities. If the younger generations had not realized to preserve
and treasure how special and unique their vernacular villages'identities were, these indigenous communities
would have been vanished and transformed into general modern housing developments abundantly seen in
large cities. The purpose of this paper is to differentiate types and purposes of the boundaries of Lao Krang
ethnic’s vernacular dwellings at Ban Kudjok in Chainat province, Thailand and in Ban Xiengman, Ban Ta Maung
Keo, Ban Xanghai, Ban Pak Xi, and Ban Pak Ou in Luang Prabang, Laos in order to present the concept of livable
dwellings deriving from these case studies.
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