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Thai Concept of Forms : A Case of Mountain Religion through Platoian
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Abstract

The Mountain in this context is not the physical mountain, but is interpreted on huge belief of faith.
The mountain appears on the pinnacle of Thiphum which is symbolized the Mount Meru as the center of
the universe. This paper is the analysis of Thai concept of Forms inspired by mountain through Platoian’s
Theory of Forms. After studying inductive reasoning from literatures, phenomena, and the interpretation of
religious space manipulation, the analysis of Plato’s Theory of Forms could explain two perceptions of
forms; the objective world and recognition of the intellectual world. Plato’s World of Forms also elaborates
levels of perceptions in four levels, that are 1) Imagining 2) Belief 3) Reasoning, and 4) Perfect Intelligence.
The perception of concrete in accrodance with the access to knowledge in the pure form. The paper raises
cases of how monasteries in Thailand were influenced by the mountain’s concept and how the ideological
recognition has changed over time.

Keywords : Theory of Forms, Triphum, Concrete - Know what can be touched with the body, Abstract -
No image is one thing that does not know to along with concrete)






