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ST G : Lankatilaka Buddha image (478)
AMA 5 : Sesseruwa Buddha image (na13)

ni 6 : Avukana Buddha irmage (171) (Wun : Buddhist Sclupture of Sri lanka, 1990.)
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Attharassa : Beliefs and Buddhist Statues

Bunyakorn Wachirathienchai
Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University

Abstract

The article is a part of a masters degree thesis entitled "Analytical Study on the Beliefs of the Phra
Attharassa and Influence to Buddhist Art” at Mahachulalongkornrajavidyalaya University, Thailand. The
article emphasizes historical background, meanings, and beliefs about Phra Attharassa. Phra Attharassa, a
large standing Buddha image eighteen cubits in height with the right hand raised in abhaya mudra, has
been found since Sukhothai period to later periods; for example, Phra Attharassa at Wat Mahathat and Wat
Sa Phan Hin, Sukhothai; Wat Phra Sri Ratana Mahathat and Wat Wihan Thong, Phitsanulok; and Wat Chedi
Luang, Chiang Mai. Furthermore, beliefs about Phra Attharassa are also associated with Buddhist statues in
four postures (Phra Si Ariyabot), sitting, reclining, standing, and walking. These statues are found at several
monasteries in Sukhothai. According to Buddhist texts, Buddhist statues in the four postures were created
after body movement of the Buddha.

Keywords : Attharassa, Beliefs about Phra Attharassa, Phra Attharassa Buddhist sculpture




