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Thai’s Attitude and Concept in Conservation of Historic Structures
from Past to Present

Assistant Professor Somchart Chungsiriarak
Facuity of Architecture, Silpakorn University

Abstract

Care of historic structures in Thailand covers more than a thousand years of history. Buddhist temples
were centre to the care where purpose of maintenance lied on support the religion as well as merit making.
The deed that would bring about good afterlives. Preservation of structures' authenticity has never been an
aim of such activity, Only when Thailand opened the country to the west in the mid of the nineteenth century
in the reign of King Rama IV the new idea in conservation from Europe has been forming. The substantial
change to modern idea of conservation was evident in the reign of King Rama VI and VIl when relevant
legislations and organizations were established. On the other hand traditional concept and practice were
still intact and co-existed with the new idea. Its strong influence was seen in conservation practice by both
government and people that continued to follow the traditional method aiming “restored structures for the
former glory”. The reason was partly because of the lack of understanding among the government officials
as well as ignorance among people in the modern concept based on authenticity of historic structures. The
weakness from the beginning of the era of modern conservation results in quality of conservation in Thailand
nowadays. Thailand is not confident in its historic structures as authentic historical evidences. In this twenty
first century that Thailand declares to bring the country to the global society, its important duty in conservation
is to re-evaluate its past performance and making a better balance between traditional value and the modern
concept.

Keywords : Thai’s attitude and concept in conservation of historic structures




