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The Conservation and Development of Railway Station Buildings as
Historical and Architectural Heritage of Thailand

Parinya Chukaew

Abstract

The State Railway of Thailand (SRT) has developed its railway operations continuously over the past
114 years. There are a total of 4,034 kilometres of railway tracks and 442 railway stations located in all regions
of the country. The railway station buildings demonstrate the development and use of various and unique
architectural styles, materials, and construction techniques. Some railway station buildings with high
architectural and historical significance have been surveyed and identified as part of Thailand’s national
heritage. These railway station buildings are well treated and are in good condition; however, many other
railway station buildings, railway communities, water towers, bridges and other structures related to the SRT's
development have not been identified or surveyed. The remaining structures should be surveyed and
identified for their significance in order to determine how to appropriately conserve and develop around
them.

The SRT currently has no clear policy on conservation or development of railway station buildings and
railway station districts. They also lack the budget and personnel to work on such preservation plans.
Consequently, many structures with high artistic, architectural and historical value have been demolished
without being surveyed, recorded or identified for their significance. In addition, the SRT has no appropriate
guidelines for improving or conserving the many old and valuable timber railway station buildings. This lack
of guidelines may soon result in the demolition of these significant buildings.

For the reasons mentioned above, the SRT should find ways incorporate the conservation and
development of railway station buildings and railway station districts into their policy of urban development.
This would ensure that railway station buildings, structures, and the surrounding areas are properly
developed in order to maintain their artistic, historical and architectural values. Preservation planning and
area development of railway station districts should start with identifying, recording and surveying the
buildings and other structures in the districts to determine their architectural, historical and socio-economic
significance. The identification process would help the SRT select appropriate conservation technigues for
each structure so that their authenticity and integrity would be preserved. Conservation technigues could be
preservation, restoration, rehabilitation, or reconstruction. To conserve these valuable and significant
structures there must be a proper plan, sufficient budget, a transparent consideration system, clear roles set
up for responsible personnel, and appropriate rules and regulations. These quidelines will control changes to
conserved areas and help avoid inappropriate developntent. The implementation of a conservation program
will also emphasize the importance of integration and participation between the SRT, government agencies
and the private sector.

Keywords : Railway Station Building, Railway Station District, Conservation and Development, Historical Value,

Architectural Value




