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Villages and Vernacular Houses of Tai-Phuan Bangplama Supanburi
Province : Changes and Adaptability

Professor Ornsiri Panin
Facuity of Architecture, Kasetsart University

Abstract

This research emphasized on the living adaptability of Tai-Phuan Ethnic whose original settlement
was in Xieng Khouang, The Lac PDR. A large number of Tai-Phuan had migrated to various location including
the Central Thailand two hundred years ago. They faced with diverse changes in their living conditions and
have adapted to the changing environment while maintaining parts of their architectural culture, By using
triangulation method for data collecting : secondary document, field survey with aerial photography and
maps based in combination with non-structure in-depth interview, the research focuses on the villages of
Ban-Makam-Lom in it's vicinity in Bang plama District, Supanburi Provinced. Concentration on their living
adaptability, the research framework of Cultural Ecology as well as Sustainable Vernacular Architecture and
Environment are to be used. The research deals with issues of adaptability in natural environment, way of
living physical conditions of village planning and vernacular architecture,

Tai-Phuans who had settled in Ban Makanlom, Bangpama two centuries ago, could maintain only
parts of their domestic culture and particular ways of living, while their architectural culture had totally been
transformed. The influenced of traditional Thai house had overshadowed their vernacular architecture, their
village environment has gradually been transformed by agricultural and development policy of Thai
Government Plan. While their rituals and beliefs remain, many of their architectural and environmental
heritages have gradually faded away.

Keywords : village, vernacular houses, Tai-Phuan, Bangplama, changes, adaptability




