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Vernacular Houses of Lao Vieng at Ban Leug

Asssistant Professor Wandee Pinijvarasin, Ph.D.
Faculty of Architecture, Kasetsart University

Abstract

Lao Vieng is one of ethnic groups that migrated from Vientiane in Lao, and have established their

dwellings in Thailand for mare than 200 years. However, architectural characteristics of vernacular houses of
these people have not been studied. This paper aims to illustrate characteristics and changes of vernacular
houses of Lao Vieng with a case study at Tambon Ban Leug of Phatharam district in Ratchaburi province. This
Tambon was selected because it is one of the original Lao Vieng communities establishing during Thonburi
period, and still retains numbers of vernacular houses. Data used in this paper were gained from the methods
of observation and interviews. The data were analyzed by using classification and content analysis.
This study found that the appearance of the houses of Lao Vieng in Tambon Ban Leug in the past seems to
be influenced by Thai traditional houses of the central region. Vernacular houses in Tambon have consistently
changed, particularly during the past fifty years. The the studied houses and their changes can be divided
into two groups. First, the houses built more than 100 years have mostly modified and significantly changed
from its original conditions. Second, the houses built during the past 40 - 60 years seem ta changes into
two ways. One is that physical appearance of many houses becomes resembling the houses in the past of
the community. Another is that a physical form of the houses in general becomes simple. The changes of
physical appearance of the houses built during the past 40 - 60 years have established pleasant aesthetics of
spatial forms interacting with the environment and a certain identity through their community. In addition,
even though some elements have been disappearing, the changes in most vernacular houses of Lao Vieng
in Tambon Ban Leug have retained patterns, orders and qualities of interior space of the houses in the past.
This reflects a particular condition of the cultural transmission from the past in the vernacular houses of Lao
Vieng in Tambon Ban Leug.

Keyword : Vernacular houses, Lao Vieng, Ban Leug, pattern of space
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