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The Vision of Lao Song in a New Context:
Space Adaptation and Tradition Disappearance

Sarut Phosai
Faculty of Architecture, Kasetsart University

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to understand the relationship of the utilization of space associated
with the tradition of Lao Song and its changing patterns in the local or folk cultural landscape as a result
of adaptation to a new context. The scope of study focuses on Lao Song or Tai Dam community of Khao
Yoi district in Phetchaburi province, which is believed to be the first settlement of the Lao Song people in
Thailand. The data was collected from document research, field survey and in-depth interviews, including
an analysis of the tendency and the possibility of adaptation to a new context, using partial information
from the original community in Vietnam.

The preliminary study discovered changing patterns of house building and increased functionality
of the ground floor and courtyard space of a house to accommodate additional activities. New lifestyles
in the modern rural society with growing development and income lead to the decline of customs and
rituals traditionally organized in such spaces, including traditions related to well-being and mate selection
customs. The results of this preliminary study can be used as a tool to search for patterns of spatial
utilization in other manners that are affected by the adaptation of the Lao Song ethnic group in the new
context.

Keywords : Settlement Context, Folk Cultural Landscape, Space, Tradition, Lao Song




