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Adaptability of Interior Space in Tai-Lao Vernacular House

Jatupon Angsuvech
Faculty of Architecture, Kasetsart University

Abstract

The Tai-Lao ethnic group has a leng history of settlement in Thailand that has spanned over two
centuries. The group has retained cultural identities inherited from their ancestors and desires to articulate
such identities that reflect their particular origin through several expressions, for example, the traditional black
costume of Lao Song called Suang Hee and the lac-dyed fabric of Lao Krang. In terms of housing, the Tai-Lao
ethnic group has adopted overall architectural configurations of the traditional Thai house and adapted them
to conform to new contexts, ways of life and local culture.

The examination of the adaptability of interior space in the Tai-Lao vernacular house in this article is
part of the research “Holistic Study for the Adaptability in the Different Context of Tai-Lao Ethnic in the Central
Region Basin of Thailand"which seeks to fulfill knowledge base related to adaptation to maintain the identity
of the Tai-Lao ethnic group in the context of Thailand. The comparative study aims to understand
the identity of each Tai-Laa ethnic group through the utilization of the interior space of its local houses
and factors affecting changes of the interior space by comparing that of Tai-Lao ethnic groups settling in the
context of the central region basin of Thailand with Tai-Lao ethnic groups settling in the original contexts,
include Lao- Phuan originally settling in Xieng Khouang, Lao-Vieng originally settling in Vientiane and Lao-
Krang believed to originally settle in Luang Prabang, the Laos PDR, and Lac Song or Tai Dam originally settling
in Dien Bien Foo province, Vietnam,

Data from documents, fieldwork and interviews with house owners suggested that the physical
characteristics of Tai-Lao vernacular house in Laos, Vietnam and Thailand have dynamicity, Patterns
of adaptations differs due to varying contexts, lifestyles, beliefs and traditions. Regardless of changes,
identities reflecting domestic beliefs are still clearly expressed through rituals associated with the utilization
of space within the house.

Keywords : adaptability, interior space, vernacular house, Tai - Lao ethnic




