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Beliefs on Dwelling and Religious Places :
Case Studies in Central Isan

Thaipat Puchidchawakorn
Faculty of Architecture, Siipakorn University

Abstract

The article aims to look at cultural beliefs of people in Isan, northeastern Thailand, which influence
their dwelling and religious architecture. The study found that cultural beliefs of the Isan reflect their world-
views, in particular on status; social system; a pair of opposite, low and high; inauspicious directions; and use
of space and behavior, such as washing feet before entering a building; not blocking doors and staircase; and
well behaving while walking on dwelling and religious places. Cultural beliefs are also associated with house’s
elements, such as flooring, windows, doors, staircase, verandah, and crossbeam. The beliefs are, for example
not trampling over the floor or walking with round noise to disturb others; not allowing outsiders open or
close windows of one's house, a private area; not sitting, lying, and standing in front of doors to obstruct
entering and exiting; not standing or sitting on steps of a staircase, nor sitting or lying in front of a staircase,
nor wiping the first staircase’s pillar, nor crossing a flight of steps to block the others and to prevent accidents;
not sitting on verandah with legs hanging or swinging as there are people on the lower floor; and not sleep-
ing beneath a crossbeam as roof structure may collapse.

Dwelling and religious places are affected by cultural beliefs on building directions, locations, material
used, and ceremonies. Building should not face to the west and be laid against the path of the sun. Location
of a building is concerned about fortunate grounds and land condition. Material used, namely auspicious
and inauspicious timbers are determined by strength and suitability for house construction. Ceremonies and
activities of dwellers determine space, functional areas, and characteristics. A house of the Isan comprises
rooms for parents; daughters and sons in law,; sons and daughters in law; youngest daughter; grandsons and
granddaughters; and guests; as well as a place for monks to give a sermon and storage for money and gold.
A book of house construction provides information on methods of selecting timbers, planting the first and
second pillars, and holding su-kwan ceremony.

Keywords ; [san'’s beliefs, san Architecture, dwelling and religious places
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