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Ethics of Space

Nattawut Preyawanit Ph.D.
Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University

Abstract

The shift of paradigm in natural science and social science during the twentieth century has led to
a profound change in the perception of space. In the post-modernist’s view, space has no longer been
seen as an empty and static entity where social phenomena appear on, but it is a determinant of phenomena,
interacts with phenomena and being phenomena itself. Space, the use of space and the organisation of
space are intrinsically related to the value system or ethics of a society. The reason why the perception of
space in pre-modern period is largely different from that in the modern era is concerned with the signifi-
cant differences in ethics embedded in the respective perceptions. Prior to the time when modernism has
conguered the world, space was diversely perceived. But the diversity has progressively diminished over
time as the modernisation process has advanced by marginalising local values. The paper examines the
pre-modern perception of space in Thai culture and the value attached. It shows how the use and or-
ganisation of space vary according to the differences in perceptions and values and how this affects peo-
ple and their environs. An understanding on the issue provides us an explanation of contemporary prob-
lems concerning the relationship among human and that between human and the built and natural
environment.

Keywords : Space, Ethics of Space, Modernism, Modernisation, Secularisation, Thai’s Spatial Perception,
Great Traditions, Little Traditions, Tribhumi (The Three Worlds), Buddhism, Dharma Raja, Social
Space, Absolute Space, Relative Space, Common Space, Private Space, Sacred Space, Profane
Space



.t{.

W
A

X

u\‘
L




