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A bird's-eye view of
Ubon Ratchathani's
Cathedral of the

Immaculate Conception

(Wat Bung Krathaew).
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Abstract

This paper studies the architecture and design work of Ubon
Ratchathani's Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception which
was designed by Professor Emeritus Captain Krisda Arunvongse
Na Ayudhya in 1960. Drawing upon the architect's archives and
interviews with those involved in the project, the paper places
the unique characteristics of this example of modern Roman
Catholic architecture in the context of the national development
of the 1960s. More specifically it argues that the Cathedral's
design is best understood in relation to the policies of the Thai
Government and Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO)
which focused on economic and social development and

the holding of the Second Vatican Council which established
the conceptual framework of creating sacred spaces reflecting
modern Roman Catholic architecture. Lastly, the architect's
experimentation of a hyperbolic paraboloid design introduced
international modern architectural design to rural Thailand.
The findings will, it is hoped, broaden our understanding of

the development of modern architecture in Thailand.

Keywords: modern Roman Catholic architecture, hyperbolic
paraboloid, Professor Emeritus Captain Krisda Arunvongse
Na Ayudhya, Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception Ubon
Ratchathani
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Fig. 2 Notes about hyperbolic paraboloid structures taken by Professor Emeritus Captain Krisda

Arunvongse Na Ayudhya when studying in 1954 at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
United States.
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Fig. 3 First schematic
design of the cathedral
drawn in 1960 by

Mr. Shusak Phoeng
Tham, former student

at Chulalongkorn

University.
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Fig. 4 Second schematic
design of the cathedral
drawn in 1960 by

Ms. Thongthian
Hongtadaromp,

former student at
Chulalongkorn

University.
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Fig. 5 Third schematic
design of the cathedral
drawn in 1960 by

Mr. Kamol
Klongpittayapong,
former student at
Chulalongkorn

University.
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Fig. 6 3D model of

the Cathedral of

the Immaculate
Conception, Ubon
Ratchathani, based on
a design of Professor
Emeritus Captain Krisda
Arungvongse Na
Ayudhya developed

in 1960.
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Fig. 7 Circular end
focus seating
arrangement of the
Cathedral (left) and
hyperbolic paraboloid
roof plan (right).
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Fig. 9 Altar of the
cathedral (left) and
statue of Virgin Mary
placed at the right side
of the altar (right).
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Fig. 11 Ground-breaking
ceremony of the
Cathedral held on
April 24, 1967, under
the auspices of

Mgr. Claudius-Philippe
Bayet.
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