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Photo of the Chao
Sam Phraya National
Museum taken in
January 2022 featuring
its main building,

the background of
the relationship
between the Fine Arts
Department and the
monarchy since 1957

as recounted in this

paper.
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Abstract

The Chao Sam Phraya National Museum illustrates how
two significant groups of the country's political system,

the bureaucrats, on the one hand, and officers representing
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the monarchy, on the other hand, have interacted after
becoming very close to one another in 1957. Royal participation
in the opening ceremonies held by the Fine Arts Department is
one example of this interaction. The Fine Arts Department has
positioned itself as an agency serving the interests of the monarchy
through the opening of “museums”. The museums are used by
the Fine Arts Department for promoting its achievements and
also as a tool to honor the monarchy.

Meanwhile, the monarchy has its image of cultural
conservator further polished, a development that is key to the
royal nationalist ideology. By showcasing the Chao Sam Phraya
National Museum, this paper highlights a narrative underpinned
by the roles of the Fine Arts Department as ‘respondent’ and

the monarchy as ‘cultural conservator’.

Keywords: national museum, Fine Arts Department,

royal nationalism ideology, narrative
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Fig. 1 Letter of donation showing a promise to give amulets excavated from Wat Mahathat in

exchange for money allocated for the building of the Ayutthaya National Museum.
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Fig. 2 Ceremony held
at Wat Mahathat in
1956 in the presence
of Field Marshall P.
Phibun, then Prime
Minister, and other
supporters of the
restoration project
of historical sites of
Ayutthaya planned
for the 2500 years of
the Buddhist Era.
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Fig. 3 Front elevation
of the Chao Sam Phraya
National Museum
drawn by Architect
Issara Wiwattananon
(plan featuring on the
top part the mention
of 'National Museum of
Ayutthaya' instead of
the current name

‘Chao Sam Phraya

National Museum”’).
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Fig. 4 Document related to the submission of a draft statement submitted to the King and draft for
Royal Responses on the occasion of the opening ceremony of Chao Sam Phraya Museum (draft likely

from the Fine Arts Department and submitted, in order, to the Minister, Prime Minister, and King).
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Fig. 5 Draft of the Royal Responses for the opening ceremony of the Chao Sam Phraya Museum,;

(left) draft dated December 16, 1961; (right) draft dated December 21, 1961. The December 16

draft mentions in its second paragraph that unique artifacts should be taken to the Bangkok

National Museum for further study and conservation; but the December 21 draft only states that

artifacts should be kept at local museums.
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Fig. 6 In the book entitled The King and the National Museums the King is quoted as saying: “Even
an old brick has value”, offering a perspective on how artifacts and historical sites are considered

and, more broadly, Thai heritage preservation approached.
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holding the royal blade
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er of Thai H er

entitled His Majesty
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Adulyadej, Father of
Thai Heritage

Conservation.

138 | wihd 2. 19, 2 * 2565



1 a o a 1 4 ]
N']u%J'l‘ViﬂﬁUULiE’NLa']ENﬂQ?JQ

Asinturesifisuman uuiend aumsyen uwanddifiuds
Ujduiusszninangunianisilesvesmienuiisvnisteiujduius
agannfuansunszunmnnsefnisudndunumadgludeaulng
Hunsrsnsalefasavnisiadansesvanduluiiuseme Tnsaniy
nmswafanseaudulafifisdueiang 4 veansudaling aneld

Ufduiusasnanuandimiuisaresisusyifaansadelndvesing

o

Msuunsey 9 dvuleuisluaudesiidevedesiuiuszninsanntu

4 '

NILUMNEAS IUATUUIBIIUIIINTT  AsuRAUINTIALAUNMIURIAULAY

a

Sudanenuesadldlunisifiesnisunasedlneniunisuansdiiuga
Wunthsuiinessulduarlndlatuanrdunssumndnss eluiag
NARUAAISIEA 2500 iaqﬁL%ﬁnmmﬁ’aLﬁzgﬁi’mwgmxﬁ

N AN LATUNU YR INSUAaUIN ST dAanULe
adlulufinnadanand

TuwdnflansuAauinsianwaueNAYo g 199 L9NA1991N U89

N

3u Aensufauinsidiunafivawuisusynisiianunsadnadiaenisaniud
Wovannandwasuresnuldlaeveusssy wasldifunszuenidesves
nsufiatnsies aauiiwistudeaionansifis Al SauaniUssia
3893 wazAadTausssuvanans luisainisuarniniawesnuly
svuufssvnising naudauinsldldanuiimaridlunisuansoanis
Wwasuseny nsufauinsiiniszuthfierls nsudauinsiinnudnse
ogls nsuRavinsonlifsuanmaduduasiiuerls Aaunarduasgn
osumeeninluiiudidingn uinanavarnasuntuseusd 2504
sudunainimndudfAfisaniuuntend iaunszen Tfuiadu
LLGiL%"mLa'ﬁwdwamﬁ’umwmﬂﬁm?ehmxmmﬁamﬂié'qmgﬂLa'wsiigﬂﬂ
Fanane nadnauedmnsesvia “Spn 9 fudeaiien” nanese
nanenssfifiomeudiiianduiiedsdfyiinandiiduionsuiadang
LilAgooNWI9INENTUNTEUNINEASELAY DIATSAASHUNFTURAIYVA
Franuwszen Sudugaduie uazorasiifisfusidus fadudundsaind
Fuduanrufiddyluniswansiaanuisuaivesnsudauinsfivimifily

msidundrenusulnadaduasidunssuninemsd wazlalvanusiang

wihda 2. 19, 2 * 2565 | 139



o X g = ' ¢ aa v A
AINaNULdUNIEUNI@NIUMIUTENIARALNITUTITITIAUEY DUNLUY
AnsdrAgvesnsufaUinsdiladnasauesasivluszuunisiiiosnis

Unasealneauistagiu

NN 8: ANE1YDIANTLASDINDY ARTAUNADIULIAIYIR LIFUNTTEN

FIUABUUNTIAN W.A. 2565 BIA1INIAIBETENTNNIIADATIY 1FI TR
o’ o = o =~ | 6 oA
agraumenisudinsudauinsagldnsruenideduiilunisidiessn

wuulasonuilusuiamdudsnurduniussagiauin

Fig. 8 Photograph of the new buildings of the Chao Sam Phraya
National Museum housing golden artifacts taken in January 2022

(building still under construction).
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