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Pad Tong Yai Rite has been
taken placed in the area

of bedroom and Ga Lor
Hong that regarded as

the main core of cultural
spaces founded in Tai Dam
vernacular houses of

Ban Na Pa Nad; it has been

still carried on until now.
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Abstract

Tai Dam communities at Ban Na Pa Nad are part of an ethnic group whose
ancestors originally resided in the areas of Mueang Puan in Laos and
Sip Song Chau Tai in Vietnam. Due to political reasons and insecurity,
some members of these communities were captured and relocated to
Thailand during the Haw Wars (1865-1890). With physical settings
changing from valley to the Isan plateau (northeast Thailand), Tai Dam
communities at Ban Na Pa Nad had to adapt their way of living to Isan’s
cultural context. One important impact has been on the cultural spatial
organization of the communities’ houses. This research article aims to
study the cultural space of Tai Dam vernacular houses in Ban Na Pa Nad
in the context of a change of physical settings, residential patterns, and
community physical layout patterns. This study based on qualitative
research methodology gathered data collected from interviewees
identified through purposive sampling and from thirteen case studies of
vernacular houses. These houses were constructed at different periods
and are all considered representative of Tai Dam vernacular houses. Field
survey, photographs, and in-depth interviews further helped to analyze
cultural space and places and their hidden meanings. The present study
reveals that changes in the physical layout of the community settlement
was caused by grid road patterns and land division. Another consequence
was the orientation and features of Tai Dam houses at Ban Na Pa Nad
later adopted in the Isan and contemporary house style and space use
based on the needs and activities of house owners. The survey presented
in this paper highlights that the cultural space of Tai Dam vernacular
houses in Ban Na Pa Nad is centered on the position of Ga Lor Hong
(sacred space/ancestor’s area), which is considered as the sacred space
and core area of the internal space in all houses surveyed. Most houses
surveyed have a spirit post or ancestor post which determines the
direction of home owners for their sleep and which is also associated with
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the mountain’s direction in the context of the community settlement.
This later spatial concept is in harmony with Tai Dam cultural space
organization inherited from the past and may be better adapted to
two-storey houses rather than one-storey houses. Ga Lor Hong still epit-
omizes the connection that Tai Dam people cultivates between their
houses and the larger environment outside Ban Na Pa Nad despite having
a history of migration to their current settlement area that dates back to

more than a hundred years.

Keywords: Ban Na Pa Nad, Cultural Space, Development of House Styles,
Sacred Space, Tai Dam Vernacular House
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A

Mountain

Eave line

" Altar (spirtual shetn

" 2

Bedroom

Bedroom ranged by

g °
H hold
Ga Lor [Hong w ousgnOcer Male>female + male)

= Upstream erandai

Stove Hall

Reception area

relative by marriage

Kitchen

Terrace

P;[atforrn Downstream b=

Stove

Route

Rice field, stream

Y

House orientation, Space utilization plan in houses.

/

Demonstrated tortoise’shell-shaped

circular Gables, Ban Na Pa Nad Tai Dam
Cultural Center

Attic,

Internal area

Basement floor
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Cross section

AN/Figl
ANBUENINNIYNTN
AANNNISINGNTOU
MstERuf nazfifives

BoulnemuuunszaoaLsin®’

Physical characteristics,
house orientation,
space utilization and
dimensions of tortoise’
shell-shaped circular

gables
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n Khok S'c_>reg. bami
, _ (Ban Na Pa Nadh . #
. Suea Ban | :

) Forest
a ,.‘, A% B ; ~ (upland)
fEorest !
(Oplana)

Forest
(upland)

Table of symbols A
Phu Kaew
Phu Huad

Suea Ban (spirit house of the community ancestor)

i

Nam Huai ot = g
Ban Na Pa Nad Shool v - X R : ﬂ#{%
Wat Sri Phon Kaeo i \7 b & [
Ban Na Pa Nad Public Health Center ; "ol - f{“
Khao Kaew Subdistrict Municipality : . T
Khaokaewwittayasan School ;: 5 i fro P

O |00 (N[ ;R (BN =

[
o

Graveyard
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NN/Fig 3
TASIYIYEHUNIE DU
fifinzdodoulugusu
warsitinu H:H"ﬁ 4 uag
wyifl 12 thuundmue
Snwousnenaninrily
fBNssuUIAMILaE
AR Anyyududou
(MWAINN15d1529

AAdUIL W.A. 2561)

Pattern of house location
in the Ban Na Pa Nad
community with
identification of

Ga Lor Hong (upper);
Aerial view of the layout of
village No. 4 and No. 12 of
Ban Na Pa Nad (left);
Photographs, taken during
a 2018 survey, of houses
and their Ga Lor Hong
(sacred space), with some
showing the Pad Tong rite
and the ceremony of
inviting the ancestors’

spirits in the houses (right)
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Ban Na Pa Nad Community Plan

'Y

Graveyard
& Q W nditsattaram
Hor Chao Ban

i Ny 2, : T
(Spirit house of the community ancestor)| /T | A

Phu Huad

Rice field

Meanings of symbol
A Hor Chao Ban (Spirit house of the community ancestor)
O House with altar (commoner)

= House with altar (previous aristocracy family) Ban Na Pa Nad Health

[}

—— B

Tai Dam Cultural Center

Tai Dam Museum House
Hor Chao Ban
'Wat Sri Phon Kaeo

House with altar

High-stilt house
|

N
Improved from aerial photograph 1977 ‘ One-storey house
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Characteristic of house with Ga Lor Hong

High-stilt house (Pn a) Two-storey house (Pn b) One-storey house (Pn c)

N

High-stilt house Two-storey house (Pn b) One-storey house (Pn c)
(Pn a)

: House code
Il Pn = Ban Na Pa Nad, a = High-stilt house, b = Two-storey house, ¢ = One-storey house
LT

1 .
i /No. of house surveyed - (1-10) = Survey date, s = Characteristic of house that has Ga Lor Hong
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2IN/Fig 5-11
ANBUENINNIYNTN
&an1sigau uasueugi
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Physical characteristics,
space utilization plan and
spatial depth diagram
indicating relationship
between space and

Ga Lor Hong of case study

houses
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High-stilt house (a) Space utilization plan

Ga Lor Hong (Sacred space) 1 :sample scale

Pn a1l

N House : commoner
@ Material: masonry
House age: about 25 years

High-stilt house (a) Space utilization plan

Ga Lor Hong (Sacred space)

1 : sample scale

Pn a2

House: commoner
Material: wood
N House age: about 80years

Altar e A |Verandah v |Bedroom B Hall Hearth ®-He |Storage s
Ga Lor Hong ss | Terace T Landing stair Ls Kitchen Corridor c Rice Store Rs
(Sacred space)

Table of symbols Entrance 4 |Bathroom Br
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Two-storey house (b)

Two-storey house (b)

Pn b1l

Space utilization plan

/ng

Floor 1

1 : sample scale

Pn b2

Space utilization plan

Floor 2

N

)

House: previous aristocracy family
Material: masonry/wood
House age: about 40 years

o-(A)
House: previous aristocracy family
' Floor 1 Floor 2 1"\ Material: masonry/wood
1: sample scale - House age: about 16 years

Altar e A |Verandah v |Bedroom B Hall H  Hearth ®—He |Storage s
Ga Lor Hon i i i i

Faidat spm)g ss |Terace T Landing stair Ls |Kitchen K Corridor ¢ |Rice Store Rs
Table of symbols Entrance Bathroom Br
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Pn b3

Space utilization plan

Two-storey house (b)

Ga Lor Hong (Sacred space)

Floor 1

Floor 2

1: sample scate

Pn b4

Two-storey house (b) Space utilization plan

Ga Lor Hong (Sacred space)

Floor 1

1: sample scale

House: commoner
Material: masonry/wood
N House age: about 30 years

Floor 2 House: commoner

N

)

Material: masonry/wood
House age: about 25 years

Altar o A Verandah | v ‘Bedmom B Hall ‘ H Hearth ®-He |Storage s
1 T T T T T
Ga Lor Hon i i i i
o spa:e)g ss | Terrace | T |Land|ng stair Ls Kitchen [ K Corridor c Rice Store Rs
‘Table of symbols Entrance Bathroom Br
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Pn b5

Two-storey house (b) Space utilization plan

Floor 1 Floor 2

House: commoner
@N Material: masonry/wood

1 : sample scale House age: about 25 years

Pn b6

Two-storey house (b) Space utilization plan

Floor 1 Floor 2

House: commoner
N @ Material: masonry/wood
House age: about 50 years

1 : sample scale

Altar e A |Verandah | v ‘Bedmom B Hall ‘ H Hearth ®-He |[Storage s
| } ! ! |

Ga Lor Hong ss |Terrace | T Landing stair Ls Kitchen [ K Corridor c Rice Store Rs

(Sacred space)

‘Table of symbols Entrance 4 [Bathroom Br
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Pn b7 (Demonstration house)

Two-storey house (b) Space utilization plan

N —
He [ (Br)]
e T
o (K) 8
Y —~
. [
°
.
Shop lﬂm
=z R (Br|] (T
[’\
B3
o B2 [ 1
e
Shop (@‘
o pe————
Shop ss| (V)
4 _w y
- { (A Nt House: demonstration house
Floor 1 Floor 2
7 L L N Material: wood
wSAFTPLC SEals House age: 10 years
Altar @ A |Verandah v |Bedroom B Hall H  Hearth e He |Storage s
Ga Lor Hong ss | Terrace T Landing stair Ls Kitchen K Corridor c Rice Store Rs
(Sacred space)
Table of symbols Entrance 4 |sathroom Br
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Pn c1

One-storey house (c)

A
ss) B1
H2 82
O
1 : sample scale
Pn c2

One-storey house (c)

Ga Lor Hong (Sacred space)

1: sample scale

Space utilization plan

House: previous aristocracy family

@ Material: masonry
‘N House age: about 20 years

Space utilization plan

House: commoner (Jum- Master of

ceremony and spiritual communicator)|
@N Material: masonry

House age: about 37years

Altar e A |Verandah | v Bedroom B |Hall ‘ H  Hearth e-He |Storage s
1 T 1 T T T
Ga Lor Hon i i i {
Lo spa:e)g ss |Terrace | T Landing stair Ls Kitchen [ K Corridor c Rice Store Rs
‘Table of symbols Entrance Bathroom Br
1 4 6 ‘ NAJUA VOL 20
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Pn c3

One-storey house (c)

Space utilization plan

i

= 1 3
s Je
A)
2
89
= S ist
(H1) -
. ) =
B2
VN
House: commoner
1 L L Material: masonry
5 m
sampie scate N House age: about 15 years
Pn c4

One-storey house (c)

L oS

Space utilization plan

=b-(A

House: commoner
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