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Abstract

This study collected directly related academic materials studied from
1987 — 2019 A.D., from books, research papers, academic articles and
case study in field work surveys then analyzed and synthesized the contexts

of water Sim (ordinary hall) apart from architectural forms.

It was found that water Sim was used for Buddhist rituals, especially
ordination ceremony, with water as the boundary. Water Sim has not only
been found in the Northeast of Thailand, but also in the North, and in Lao
PDR, where temporary rafts and buildings on water were also found. For
the Northeast of Thailand, it was found that 1) water was the main aspect
for design concept which portrayed purity and holiness; however, land
Sim has already replaced water Sim; 2) the location of Sim was based
on Buddhist disciplines and geographical aspects in the Northeast of
Thailand, where plateaus and small hills were generally found; and 3) the
design can be categorized into 3.1 temporary raft, constructed in remote
areas when land Sim was not yet ready for permanent construction; and
3.2 Sim in the pond or swamp, comprising 1.) the wooden one used for
ordination ceremony and later removed; 2.) the wooden one for permanent
use; and 3.) the concrete one which has still been in use. In the beginning,
water Sim was constructed for Buddhism rituals, especially ordination
ceremony; however, after 1957 A.D., water Sim was abandoned and
replaced by permanent land Sim, this was accepted by the Mahanikaya
group, while water Sim was still preferred by Dhammayuttikanikaya group.
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It was also found that water Sim was simple and compatible with
the natural landscapes, surroundings, plantation and water resources
as well as how the monks of Dhammayuttikanikaya should behave.
The value of water Sim should be considered a holistic approach, not only
architectural features which should be focused, but also geographical

environment, concepts and design.

Keywords: Water Sim, Isan Sim, Sangha’s Area for Buddhist Rituals,

Environment
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Fig3

Aerial photograph of

water Sim, Wat Pa Kut Wah,
Kuchinarai District,

Kalasin Province

Map data ©2023 . Map data ©2023

NI 3 /Fig3 e The old Water Sim e The new Water Sim
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NI 4-1 / Fig 4-1

NN 5/ Fig5
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& lmifadeBaduduh

Hadainn (Nw 4-2)

Fig 4

An Old photograph of
water Sim, Wat Pa Kut Wah,
Kuchinarai District,

Kalasin Province (Fig 4-1)
and the new water Sim

in 2022 built next to

the old one (Fig 4-2)
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(D Wooden bridge

(2 Terrace

(3 Ritual area

NN 4-2 / Fig 4-2
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NAJUA

(@) Buddha image

@ Swamp

Fig 5

Floor plan and isometric
drawing showing the
interior space and form of
water Sim, Wat Pa Kut Wah
Kuchinarai District, Kalasin

Province
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Iss 2

1319



3) mbmvunsunimadumin nasdnwduth Tarhoauauws
sunenwssauniinu Junindnauns (Fig. 6-7) 9nds1ananyg
wuan e w.a. 2507 iluinanssssugfiniinie nelsinisi
YouNszeNsEHL 019178 TAnuUszaudsnEnan ALy uA
wazsssuv B LiHuInfige ovmsuiulselosasuidundn
lnguFiassyuuuemstiylnidnsnsznismnn wagsiodudna
mmuﬂammaﬂLLua?Ja\‘]‘ngLLmemaﬁ"l,ajmﬁauﬁ'ﬁuﬁﬂﬂlg
sUnvuaninenssudeldianseasionouninasdumannonds
HEIANSILDL §UNSUQIEEDEY fhoimsdutingnioudeusie
thuagiugliriesdufiduasdnelimumeusuninszonnsdiiu

uonaInd AENIUYNOONUUUAILTAAADUNTHLATULHAN
L?julﬁmﬁuImmammﬂéﬂmﬁwgmmﬁ YOUALWIULSLYEHIIIN
F8uuuUsINSEAU wasousouuudaviaduloenieidn
meludufidnsuzsduiuilde Ussfugiunszysssiuluum,
wAUNa1Ie1AIs Fuinnauldunetduseneudunnssuveuin

waufivdaau (Fig. 8-9)

NN 6
AIMNAIYNIDINA
waagduiin
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Fig6

Aerial photograph of
water Sim,

Wat Pa Udomsomphon,
Phanna Nikhom District,

Sakon Nakhon Province

Google [}

Wmagery ©2023 CNES / Arbus, Maxar Technologien, Mag deta €2023 L S—

AN 6/ Fig6 oWater Sim
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NI 7-1 / Fig 7-1

W 7-2 / Fig 7-2

2w 7 Fig7

AweneLiguta An old photograph of

R RLIHERIT water Sim, Wat Pa
DINDOWSSUTAN Udomsomphon, Phanna
IHIAANAUAS (AW 7-1) Nikhom District, Sakon
waznwdigdnwiagdu Nakhon Province (Fig 7-1)
W.A. 2565 (O 7-2) and its current condition

in 2022 (Fig 7-2)
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(@ Reinforced concrete bridge

@ Terrace

@ Entrance Hall
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Reinforced concrete
bridge is separated from
the swamp bank (Fig 8-1)
and the terrace to the water
Sim (Fig 8-2)

NN 8-2 / Fig 8-2

NN 9
deiunaznnlelouman
udneiufineluuas
sUNseuevdnth
T0UgAuHLNS
DINDOWSSUTAL

NHIRANAUAS

(@ Ritual area
@ Buddha image

@ Corridor

@) swamp

Fig 9

Floor plan and isometric
drawing showing the
interior space and form of
water Sim, Wat Pa
Udomsomphon,

Phanna Nikhom District,

Sakon Nakhon Province
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Fig 10

Aerial photograph

of water Sim,

Wat Kham Khaen Nua,
Manja Khiri District,

Khon Kaen Province

’ &\\‘.
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W Wmagery ©2023 ONES / Artbua, Maxer Technologeen, Map deta 62023

AW 10 / Fig 10 @ atersim
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NI 11/ Fig 11

@ Kuti (Monastery)

@ Entrance @ Swamp @ Water Sim @ Multi-purpose hall

NI 12 / Fig 12

w11
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Fig 11

Front view of water Sim,
Wat Kham Khaen Nua,
Manja Khiri District, Khon

Kaen Province

a2 12
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o

TaAuAuHrileo 01Lne
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TYAS Jen Ty

Fig 12
Layout of water Sim and
surrounding areas at Wat
Kham Khaen Nua, Manja
Khiri District, Khon Kaen

Province
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N 13
nsuengdzniuldoanain

tapIgNIsIIusSEYE

Fig 13
Detachment of the wooden

bridge from the land

NN 13 / Fig 13

NIW 14-1 / Fig 14-1 NN 14-2 / Fig 14-2
W 14 Fig 14
dvvnunariufigy Wooden bridge and
(MW 14-1) N1suen water Sim (Fig 14-1) and
TASIES I EENLLLAE close-up of the wooden
wuleananiufdy bridge detached from the
mwmﬁﬁaumwuéq‘né water Sim, emphasizing
(nw 14-2) purity (Fig 14-2)
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@ Wooden bridge @ Ritual area @ Swam

(@ Inner hall

(@) Buddha image

AW 16
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Fig 15

Elevated flooring creating
a division between the
ritual area for monks and
laypeople in the water Sim,
Wat Kham Khaen Nua,
Manja Khiri District,

Khon Kaen Province

Fig 16

Floor plan and isometric
drawing showing the
interior space and form of
water Sim, Wat Kham
Khaen Nua, Manja Khiri
District, Khon Kaen

Province
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£11578 1/ Table 1

List of Water Sim,
Year of Construction,
and Water Sources

(B.E./A.D.)

Nikaya

Maha Dhammayut

nikaya tikanikaya

Status of Water Sim

Demolished Abandoned

Category :
Stillin
Water Sim
Function

1. Wat Klang, Nog Saeng
Subdistrict, Wapi Pathum
District Mahasarakham
province / swamp

(No Data for construction)

2. Wat Kut Peng, Muang
District,

Mahasarakham

Province / slough

(No Data for construction)

Wood structure

3. Wat Khrainun,
Kantharawichai District,
Mahasarakham

Province / Slough.

(No Data for construction)

Wood structure

4. Wat Nong Kung,
Kalasin Province / swamp
(No Data for construction)

Wood structure
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Table 1
Summary of status of case

studies of water Sim
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015148 1 (m'a) / Table 1 (Continued)

List of Water Sim, HEVED Status of Water Sim

Year of Construction, Category :
Maha Dhammayut Stillin
and Water Sources Demolished Abandoned Water Sim
nikaya tikanikaya Function
(B.E./A.D.)

5. Wat Pa / /

Kut Wah Kuchinarai

District, Kalasin Province /

swamp Wood structure
(2522 B.E./ 1979 A.D.) )
Built a new
Building.
2551 B.E./
2008 A.D.

6. Wat Pa Udomsomphon, / /

Phanna Nikhom District,
Sakon Nakhon Province /
swamp

(2507 B.E./ 1964 A.D.)

7. Wat Kham Khaen Nua / /

Manja Khiri District,
Khon Kaen Province /
swamp

(2502 B.E./ 1959 A.D.)

Wood structure
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Phrakhru Phonsamek was the monk from Vientiane who
came to Isan during the 22nd-23rd Buddhist Century.
Phrakhru Phonsamek was among the principal group of Thai
people with a Lao origin who settled in many parts of
the Chi River basin in northeastern Thailand. Phraya
Khattiyawongsa, Phongsawadan phak ‘Isan [Isan
Chronicle] (1929), 3, quoted in Suwit Jiramanee, Sinlapa
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Thailand, September 6-7,2019, 234-249.

Architectural design of water Sim was simple, with no
ornaments. This may result in the fact that its architectural
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