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Abstract

“Futurology of Thai Buddhist Architecture” shows the findings from the
history of architecture research methodology and the futurology methods
to get a perspective of Thai Buddhist architecture’s “plausible future” in

scenarios.

Knowledge of the History of Architecture refers to understanding
architectural creativities and designs. They include beliefs and ideologies
behind the architectural forms, cultural influences and environments,
cultural landscapes, indigenous knowledge craftsmanship, contemporary
architectural work from several architects, innovation of new materials,
and architectonic technologies. This analysis integrates methodologies,
the history of architecture research methodology, and futurology. Futurology
isthe theory or the study of future phenomena whose purpose is to present

a variety of future scenarios.
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The results showed plausible scenarios for continuing inherited traditional
Thai architectural design, the traditional thoughts and beliefs in Buddhist
cosmology, and the existence of Trai Bhumi beliefs in the future. Moreover,
creating a calm state in the temple for the comfort of visitors is still crucial.
Even on the other aspect of the future, there is still a new perspective
of scenarios in the design of contemporary architecture in many forms.
Those without a fixed pattern to meet tourism trends also have various
design concepts under contemporary architectural guidelines based on

the intentions of the designers and those involved in temple management.

Concerning the art and architectural values, the knowledge of preservation,
conservation, and safeguarding of these Thai Buddhist architectures, as
well as a good understanding of the architectural designs in futurological
scenarios, as mentioned, should be delivered to artisans, monks, students,
architects, and those involved in temple management. Supporting the
Thai architecture academic program is also needed.

Keywords: Futurology, Buddhist Art, Thai Architecture, History of

Architecture, Scenario, Plausible Future
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Fig 2

Phra Mahathat Chedi
Phutthathamprakat Stupa,
Yala Province (Fig 2-1) and
Ordination Hall, Wat Thai
Temple of Kushinagar,
India (Fig 2-2)

Fig3

Examples of a design of
Bodh Gaya Stupa replica
(Fig 3-1) and design of
Phra That Phanom replica
(Fig 3-2)
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(Adapted according to the era)
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1st Dimension: Objective
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Continuous inheritance of traditional
Thai architectural styles.
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Contemporary architecture is designed in
many aspects that do not have a fixed pattern.
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2nd Dimension: Subjective
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The traditional belief of both the Buddhist
universe and the Tribhumi have been inherited,
including the creation of a peaceful environment
of the temple for peace of mind, which continues
in the future.
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Beliefs that are adapted or added together

with various design concepts by the intentions
of designers and those involved with the temple.

3rd Dimension: Stakeholders
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Temples will continue to be center of

communities or being patronized by monarchs
with traditional ways of governance.
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Scenery 1

1. Thai traditional architecture is still inherited in the conventional way.

2. Contemporary Thai architectural design do not have a fixed pattern.

3. Modern technology has made it easy to build architecture
with ready-made structure.

4. The calm environment of the temple is a peace of mind.

5. Faith is the reason of building of temples.

6. The economic downturn did not result in a decrease in the amount
of temple construction. 1
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Scenery 2

1. Temples that believe in or interpret Buddhism in
a modern way

2. The style is not fixed according to the ideas
of the designer, monk, or investor.
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Scenery 3

1. Create a unique feature to attract tourists.
2. Create spectacular decorative elements architecture
based on traditional beliefs
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Tourism

Scenery 4
1. Create a unique feature to attract tourists.

2. A mix of beliefs in other religions and supernatural belief.
3. Completely cc cial Buddhi
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(Tourism) |
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(Thai Traditional)
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Notes

1 The study of history of architecture refers to the history of
architectural creativity in various purposes and times.
This includes the cultural studies and architectonics in
architectural science, which represent the fulfillment of
architectural design according to the criteria of “design” and
“craftsmanship”, as well as the beliefs and ideologies.
Anuvit Charernsupkul, “Na&othang kansuksa prawattisat
sathapattayakam nai prathét Thai [Guidelines for the
Study of History of Architecture in Thailand],” ASA
Journal (July-August 1988): 68; Anuvit Charernsupkul,
Prasat mifang tam : kansuksa thang prawattisat
sathapattayakam [The Architectural Design of Prasat
Muang Tam] (Bangkok: Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn
University, 1998), 1.

2 Futurology is the study on plausible and possible situations
in scenarios which can be predicted in short period, medium
or long-term, with the principles of systematic thinking and
analysis. The results can be described in different ways by
analyzing different data or changing mindsets according to
variables that affect changes that have occurred in the past.
Various scenarios should be concerned because the future is
uncertain and many factors cannot be controlled. However,

the predicted scenarios may occur or may occur in a
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completely different way to what is predicted. No matter
how it is predicted, there will be only one future reality.
Charin Mangkhang, ‘Anakhot witthaya : thritsadi lae
theknik kanchatkan rianri sangkhommasuksa
[Futurology : Theory and Techniques for Social Studies
Learning Management] (Chiang Mai: Textbooks of the
Faculty of Education, Chiang Mai University, 2016).

Utesika Chetiya represents anything thatis meant for Buddha
offerings and are not the Dhatu Chetiya, Boribhoka or
Dhamma Chetiya. Prince Damrong Rajanubhab, Tamnan
phra phutthachédi [A History of Buddhist Monuments]
(Phra Nakorn: Sivaporn, 1960), 8.

Wimonsit Horayangkun and others, Phatthanakan
n&o khwamkhit lee rapbap khong ngan
sathapattayakam : ‘adit patchuban lz ‘anakhot
[Evolution of Concepts and Styles of Architecture in
Thailand : Past, Present, and Future] (Bangkok:
The Association of Siamese Architects Under Royal
Patronage, 1993), 89-90.

Chatri Prakitnonthakan, Kanmifang lee sangkhom nai
sinlapa sathapattayakam Sayam samai Thai prayuk
chatniyom [Politics and Society in the Art of Archi-
tecture: Traditional Thai, Modern Thai, and Nationalism]
(Bangkok: Matichon, 2004), 224-225.

Chatri Prakitnonthakan, “Phra Phrom Phichit : nai chang
sathapattayakam Thai samai prachathipatai [Phra Phrom
Pichit : the Greatest Traditional Architectural Artist in the
Democratic Movement],” in Exhibition Program of Thai
Traditional Architecture in the Honor of H.R.H. Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn and Faculty of Architecture,
Silpakorn University’s 50th Anniversary, Art Centre,
Silpakorn University (Wang Tha Phra), June 3-17, 2005.
(Bangkok: Faculty of Architecture, Silpakorn University,
2005), 51.

Piriya Krairiksh, “Kan prap plian yuk samai khong phut sin nai
prathét Thai [ANew Chronology of Buddhist Artin Thailand],”
in Seminar Documents for the 36th Anniversary of the
Faculty of Liberal Arts: Future Role (Bangkok: Faculty of
Liberal Arts, Thammasat University, 1998), 1.
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