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Abstract

The three temple towers are a distinctive feature of ancient Khmer
architecture, created to pay homage to Shiva, Vishnu, and Brahma
(the Hindu Trimurti or Trinity). This architectural style was first developed
in Angkor during the Kulen period in the 14™ Buddhist century. The style
gained popularity and evolved into community deity shrines in the

northeastern region of Thailand during the 16" to 17" Buddhist centuries.

This article aims to explore the development of the design of
three temple towers found in the northeastern region of Thailand from
the 16"to the 18" Buddhist centuries. It examines the significance of
architectural elements by comparing them with the step pyramid
architectural forms. The article also discusses the changes in the
architectural meaning of the three temple towers by studying various
aspects, such as historical information, architectural styles, and religious
beliefs, from case studies across different areas. This analysis seeks to
interpret the concepts behind the architectural design of the three temple

towers.

The study found that the three temple towers in the northeastern region
of Thailand were constructed between the 16" and 17" Buddhist

45 ‘ NAJUA VoL 21
2024 Iss 1 NAJUA: HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE AND THAT ARCHITECTURE



centuries as ceremonial centers for the community. The choice of
the three temple towers as the community’s sacred site may stem from
various reasons. Firstly, architectural dignity played a role, as most
temples built in the capital city featured a multi-tiered base style
exclusively reserved for royal institutions. This style symbolized
governance, status, and the replication of the cosmic order, establishing
a traditional concept of regality. As a result, the three temple towers were
widely adopted by commoners with a lower status than royalty as
ceremonial venues within their communities. Secondly, the simplicity of
the three temple towers was a key factor. Its straightforward design,
lacking the complexity of the multi-tiered base temples, made it easier
and faster to construct, allowing for convenient construction in remote

areas.

When the influence of Mahayana Buddhist beliefs began to reach
northeastern Thailand around the 18" Buddhist century, the style was
adapted to align with religious beliefs, transitioning from deity sanctuaries
to fully-fledged Buddhist sites.

Keywords: Three Temple Towers, Architectural Meanings, Khmer Prasat,

Khmer temples, Khmer Architecture
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Fig 11
Prasat Sa Kamphaeng Yai,
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Fig 12
Prasat Ku Ka Sing, Roi Et,
Thailand
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Prasat Pueai Noi,

Khon Kaen, Thailand
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£11574 1/ Table 1

Order Temple names Locations Periods/ Architectural Details
(Provinces) Buddhist s | 2 @
o | T | 2 %
century o < ) =
2| | o | E|®E
2| 8| o] 5| @
> 28|l | |9
s | & | 2|8 | <%
2l es| | 2|5
o o e (4] <
c _Cg = E ©
@ 8| 2| 8|2 £
$ E|E 2| AR
< s | 5| 2| | % | = 0 | =
S|l o | § | ® | & | 2| |2
o = [ w | T ] © = o
o | T | B = ) w | E | 5 | £
3|1 2|2 || S| S5 |=]|5]|=2
= 2 ko = © 5
5|s|l<| 8|32 |e|2|8]3
1 Prasat Phumphon Surin 12-13 - - o) - - o B S B
2 Prasat Muang Khaek Nakhon Ratchasima 15 o - - - S S
3 Prasat Nong Hong Buriram 15-16 ¢) - ¢) [¢) B S L
4 Prasat Phakho Nakhon Ratchasima 15-16 o - - - - o |NA| S L
5 Prasat Ban Ben Ubon Ratchathani 16 o - - o o o B S L
6 Prasat Sa Si Liam Buriram 16 o - - o o | NA| NA | NA | NA
7 Prasat Muang Tam Buriram 16 - - o) o - o) B S L
8 Prasat Sa Kamphaeng Yai Sisaket 16 o o - o o o B S L
9 Prasat Prang-Ku Ubon Ratchathani 16 o - - o o o B S L
10 Prasat Ku Ka Sing Roi Et 16 o|o| o o o o B S L
11 Prasat Phra That Doom Sakon Nakhon 16 o - - - o o B S L
12 Prasat Ku Phram Nakhon Ratchasima 16 o o - o o o L S L
Chamsin
13 Prasat Bai Baek Buriram 16-17 o - - o o - B S | NA
14 Prasat Pueai Noi Khon Kaen 16-17 o - - o o o B S L
15 Prasat Sikhorphum Surin 16-17 - - o o - o B S L
16 Prasat Ban Phlai Surin 16-17 o - - o o o B S L
17 Prasat Yai Ngao Surin 16-17 o - - - o o B S L
18 Prasat Ban Pluang Surin 16-17 o - - o o o S S L
19 Prang Ku Somboon Sisaket 16-17 o - - o o o [B+L| S L
20 Prang Ku Suan Taeng Buriram 17 o - - o o o B S L
21 Prasat Ku Ban Dang Maha Sarakham 18 o | o - o o o L S L
Remarks: B = Brick, S = Sandstone, L = Laterite £1574 1 Table 1
NA = Not applicable LAAINISILASIEH Analysis of
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Fig 14
Buddhist Trinity on the
lintel, Prasat Ku Ban Dang,

Maha Sarakham, Thailand
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Fig 15
Bas-reliefs on the gallery,
Prasat Bayon, Siem Reap,

Cambodia
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£11514 2 / Table 2

Details

Step pyramid temple

Three temple towers

Architectural style

Dignity

The king is the sole creator.

Brahmins, nobles, and local people

were able to create it.

Temple positions and Ceremonies

Temple of a reign

Center of the kingdom

Sacred shrine

Simulate the universe on Earth

Royal ceremonies

Temple of community
Religious shrine

Local ceremonies

Area and Construction

Megaproject
Requires a long time to create

Requires significant labor to build

Lacks complexity, simple

Takes a short time to create
Takes a small amount of labor to
build
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Table 2
Analysis comparison of
the step pyramid and of

the three towers building.
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£11514 3 / Table 3

. Periods/
Order Temple names Locations Number Buddhist Status Built in honor of the gods
(Provinces) of tower
century
1 Prasat Phumphon* Surin 3 12-13 Community | Shiva and Nandi
Temple (Shiva's vehicle)
2 Prasat Muang Khaek Nakhon 3 15 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Ratchasima Temple
3 Prasat Nong Hong ** Buriram 3 15-16 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Temple
4 Prasat Phakho** Nakhon 3 15-16 Community | Hindu Trinity and Nandi
Ratchasima Temple (Shiva's vehicle)
5 Prasat Ban Ben Ubon 3 15-16 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Ratchathani Temple
6 Prasat Sa Si Liam Buriram 3 16 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Temple
7 Prasat Muang Tam Buriram 5 16 Community | Hindu Trinity (At the rear is
Temple a tower dedicated to Uma
Devi and Lakshmi)
8 Prasat Sa Kamphaeng Yai Sisaket 3 16 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Temple
9 Prasat Prang-Ku Sisaket 3 16 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Temple
10 | Prasat Ku Ka Sing Roi Et 3 16 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Temple
11 | Prasat Phra That Doom Sakon Nakhon 3 16 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Temple

* Constructed as part of a group of towers in later periods.

** Currently, only the platform section of the structure remains.

*** At present, only the central tower and platform remain.

****The central tower is made of laterite, but it is covered with bricks.

R Assumption
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Analysis of objectives in
building a group of towers
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$15174 3 (£19) / Table 3 (Continued)

Order Temple names Locations Number | Periods/ Status Built in honor of the gods
(Provinces) of tower | Buddhist
century
12 | Prasat Ku Phram Chamsin** | Nakhon 3 16 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Ratchasima Temple
13 Prasat Bai Baek Buriram 3 16-17 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Temple
14 | Prasat Pueai Noi Khon Kaen 3 16-17 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Temple
15 | Prasat Sikhorphum Surin 5 16-17 Community | Shiva
Temple
16 | Prasat Ban Phlai Surin 3 16-17 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Temple
17 | Prasat Yai Ngao Surin 3 16-17 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Temple
18 | Prasat Ban Pluang*** Surin 3 16-17 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Temple
19 | Prang Ku Somboon**** Sisaket 3 16-17 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Temple
20 | Prang Ku Suan Taeng Buriram 3 17 Community | Hindu Trinity*****
Temple
21 | Prang Ku Ban Dang Maha 3 18 Mahayana | Phra Ratnatraya Mahayana
Sarakham Buddhist (Mahayana Trinity)
Temple
* Constructed as part of a group of towers in later periods. 51574 3
** Currently, only the platform section of the structure remains. L AINISALUN
*** At present, only the central tower and platform remain. imqﬂssadﬁmsaiw
**** The central tower is made of laterite, but it is covered with bricks. waumjmﬂswam'ﬁwu
*ERE Assumption TunAnziuDoNLANHlD
Youdszmalng
Table 3

Analysis of objectives in
building a group of towers

in northeastern Thailand.
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