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Abstract

The city centre is one of the most important areas in a city. In
most cases, its formation drives the evolution of the urban form
both in physical and social terms. As such, the study of the city
centre formation offers an insight to gain a better understanding
of many aspects of urban setting. The paper examines the
formation of a city centre through the case of the early Bangkok
which is confined to the period between the years of King

Rama | and those of King Rama Illl. The questions that guide

the paper content are 1) what were the key features of the city
centre of the early Bangkok? ; and 2) how and why were they
formed? The paper shows that the early Bangkok had two main
centres. The first, the Grand Palace, was the focal point of the
kingdom’s political power, the seat of the kingdom’s supreme
holiness and the gathering place of the nobles. The second, the
Suthat district, located many important religious establishments
and communities and was a commercial hub of the commoners.

The formation of both centres was associated with two key
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related factors : 1) the religious beliefs ; and 2) the political
requirements. In essence, the physical presence of the centres
was set up to symbolise the legitimacy of the then political

regime.
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