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Abstracts

Wat Phra Dhammakaya obviously survives among the
contradiction since Thailand’s economy crisis in late 1990s.
That time was the revival of Nationalism, Thainess nostalgia
and calling back for the simple Thai style life and self-reliance.
However, Wat Phra Dhammakaya has grown to the opposite
direction. That is expansion of merit in terms of money, wealth,
a huge amount of commercialization are all blamed by the
conservative ideology. These things led to other issues such as
the interpretation of the Buddhist dogma, the creation of new
Buddhist art. This article aims to understand the specific design
of Wat Phra Dhammakaya from the concept of “Megachurch”

both physical space and the new environmental Buddhist
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temple including new Buddhist art called “fantasy Buddhist
art”. These expressions appear on architectures, area planning,
visual art design and the ritual events. These action is different
from the traditional Buddhist temple in Thai society. Relating to
the historically change of people life in the modern world and

the consumption age.
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