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Abstract

The article “Holistic Cultural Landscapes of Community and
Vernacular Architecture in the Area of Songkhla Lake Watershed”
is the description of what has been found from the study and
the synthesis of the research project. The contents can be
divided into three aspects.

The first aspect is “the Study of Geography of the
Southern Thai Peninsular Focusing on Songkla Lake Watershed”.
The emphasis is the data collected in the area of Southern Thai
peninsular in terms of landform, climate, location, and relative
location.

The second aspect is “the Settlement of Community
in the area of Songkhla Lake Influenced by Different Geographical
Factors”. This clarifies close relationship between human lives
and geographical limitations which has brought about local
wisdom. Products are exchanged among groups. This conveys
that local people depend on each other, then they can
consume products from other different resources. This also
leads to the ways they have learnt to solve problems and local
wisdom in housing.

The third aspect is “the Holistic Study of Components
of Cultural Landscapes of Community and Vernacular Architecture
in the Area of Songkhla Lake Watershed” so as to explain
aspects of cultural landscapes from evidences found during
the field studies, historical evidences, review of literature and
information, and interview with the locals. Knowledge about
cultural landscapes and vernacular architecture has been
collected, in terms of both nature and culture, in the fragile
area before it has been distorted.

It was found that diversity in geographical aspects in
the South has caused diversity in cultural ecology and has
influenced in the settlement where cultural ecology has played
its role. As a result, lives need to adjust along with local wisdom
in ways of life and creation of dwelling which have been formed.
Finally, vernacular dwelling architecture becomes the image of
Southern cultural landscapes, in terms of formation of



community and vernacular architecture, with identity which

portrays close relationship between ecology and culture.
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