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Abstract

This research has 2 main objectives. The first objective is to
study the meaning of the murals about the formal act practices
at Wat Pathumwanaram. The second is to study such monastic
activities as recorded in historical documents and on mural
paintings. Drawing upon documents of King Mongkut’s orders,
the Ministry Announcements in the Gazette, and on mural
paintings at monasteries that King Mongkut ordered to build,
particularly at Wat Pathumwanaram, the paper looked at the
practice of the formal act — a monastic practice which was
activated in the reign of King Mongkut in order to control
behavior of the monks. At the ordination hall of the temple,
mural paintings on the inner walls between windows depict
various practices of formal act including “Consultation Meeting
amongst Monks of Each Monastery”, “Asking a Pariwatsa Karma”,
“Prayer a AppannakKarma” and “Uposoth Karma”. As the
monastic act which King Mongkut urged monks to routinely
practice very fortnight at appointed times, Uposoth Karma was a
strictly religious practice which every monk within the viharasima
or boundary was expected to attend in order to pray the
Pathimokha or monks’ disciplinary codes, 227 stanzas in total.
The research suggested that the murals depicting the formal act
practices function as a sign to remind monks and citizens to be

aware of its importance.
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