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Abstract

This research has 3 main objectives. The first objective is to
study the patterns of structure, characteristics and usage of
Ubosoth - Vihara of Lan Chang architecture found in Northeast
region of Thailand. The second objective is to explore the
characteristics and meanings of decorative elements found in
Ubosoth - Vihara of Lan Chang architecture as well as their roles
in the belief and ways of life of the people in society. The third
is to examine the developments, changes and transformations of
Ubosoth - Vihara of Lan Chang architecture and local Sim.
Considering the changes of Lan Chang architecture
in three following areas : 1) materials, techniques and wisdom
2) economy and way of life 3) concepts, beliefs and values, the
research characterises the architectural transformation into five
periods. The first was a period in which Lan Chang Kingdom
dominated over the Northeast region ; the architecture built
during this time is termed the “Lan Chang style”. The second
was a time when Lan Chang Kingdom started to decline ;
the architecture of this time is known as the “Northeast folk
style”. The architecture of the third period, occurring in parallel
with the fourth reign of Chakri dynasty, is called “Applies folk
style”. The fourth was the period after the general Plak
Pibulsongkram and the Fine Arts Department standardized style
and construction of Ubosoth, where architectural influences
from central region were managed to merge into local style



resulting in what might called the “Mixed Style” architecture.
And, the fifth period is of the present, when a number of Lan-
Chang style architecture was demolished and replaced by a new
with strong influence of central region. Ultimately, the research
found that the unique characteristics of Lan-Chang architecture
can be considered in terms of “plan”, “form”, and “decorative

element”.
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