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Abstract

This article is part of a research project titled “A Comparative Study of
Bungalow Architecture in Thailand and Singapore from the 19th Century
to World War I1.” The project seeks to explore the critical factors shaping
local architectural characteristics, including design concepts, functional
spaces, and construction techniques. Additionally, it examines the social
contexts that influenced the evolution of bungalow architecture in
both Thailand and Singapore. Focusing on Thailand’s bungalow house
architecture from the 19th to the early 20th centuries, the article posits
that Thai house designs with porches evolved from the bungalow concept
introduced from abroad. This adaptation reflects a blend of imported
architectural styles with local beliefs, lifestyles, social characteristics,
and climatic needs, ultimately leading to unique architectural expressions.
The study draws on historical documents related to Siam’s architectural
history during the reign of King Rama IV, with a particular focus on
the Western influences brought from Singapore. The study synthesized
previous research to select significant buildings based on evaluation
criteria of architectural characteristics that reflect social and other aspects.

Fieldwork was then conducted to survey these buildings.
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The bungalow traces its origins to the traditional residences of the Bengali
people in the Bay of Bengal region, India. These early dwellings,
constructed with clay and bamboo, featured a simple rectangular form
with a curved, thatch-covered roof. The eaves extended outward to create
a veranda. The bungalow gained popularity during British colonial rule
in India, where it became a practical accommodation type for officials.
As British influence spread to Singapore, bungalow design was
adapted to local conditions and further developed by Western architects.
Iconic examples in Singapore include Burkill Hall, Atbara House,
Inverturret House, and Eden Hall. Siamese princes and nobles visiting
Singapore during this period acquired knowledge of these bungalow
designs. Their visits, aimed at studying British advancements, played
asignificant role in introducing and adapting the bungalow style to Siam,

starting with Bangkok.

The research reveals that riverside dwellings in central Thailand during
the early Rattanakosin period began transitioning from traditional
Thaiarchitectural styles—characterized by raised column foundations and
steep roofs—to “Western houses.” These hybrid structures, often made
of concrete and wood, featured two stories and balconies designed for
foreign residents. Unlike Singaporean bungalows, where porches often
served as parking areas for horse carts, Siamese homes used porches
as spaces for hosting visitors, reflecting cultural differences in their use.
This architectural evolution is exemplified by A Sai Sathan, originally
a foreign resort in Ang Sila, Chonburi Province, which later inspired
designs for government buildings such as district offices, police stations,

residences for land surveying officials, and other official accommodations.

Keywords: bungalow, vacation retreat, colonial period, western influence,

veranda
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Fig 2

Atbara House, located on
Gallop Road in the
Singapore Botanic
Gardens, was formerly

the residence of lawyer
John Burkinshaw and later
served as the French

Embassy in Singapore.
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Fig 3

Inverturret House,

located on Gallop Road in
the Singapore Botanic
Gardens, was formerly

the residence of Royal Air
Force officers and later
served as the residence of
the French Consul General

in Singapore.
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Fig 4

Eden Hall, designed by
Regent Alfred John Bidwell
of the architectural firm
Swan & Maclaren,

was built for Ezekiel Saleh
Manasseh in 1904.

It later served as the
residence of the British
High Commissioner in

Singapore.
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Fig5

Burkill Hall (built in
1867-1868), the former
residence of the director of
the Singapore Botanic
Gardens. The main building
features a rectangular floor
plan with a front entrance
porch extending under

a hipped roof. At the back,
there is a connecting
passage leading to

the service quarters.

NAJUA: HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE AND THAT ARCHITECTURE



Q7 .
ol ]

4. Goudiyy: amdagnssunaziiuiunivssnAnh

diedounduluaivssniaf 4 uauifevsays vsnuswasieAaiias
imMzdde iufionmeaduazsfurifisui@e fvsaUsunAuazussawom
Widuaouiiwneousnina1nia WsEssusNNSLUINAULAANSZIDULNEN
WY LdnvY Usswiarmiiovsiansia lWWsainan TWasandunandu
ﬁwwmmp wazfinisuSuRuAvsnusvAardensaufiudinsudu
N190A158 1IUEUUGNASWNAVWAINIG HOUNINNSELNATHTUIIA
annnwsznaninulunaitiy uazdinszeAninsred ldasrefindmsy
Wautaoluwnsnes Ju 2 naefivarsunau SRR Rl EL IR M|
As1anavHoY wag [INszEinInNs A a51aHAEN 1BUNIN “D1ASBaY”
(Fig. 6) anusouzidusinnodyfioyu 2 Fu nﬁ’\igﬂﬁmﬁwﬁuﬁwﬁuﬂﬁﬂaaﬂg
nzla HaAINSIdureIaIaaut 4 1w ﬁﬁuvlmﬁumﬂmsuaﬂu%nmaw
frumtiazrindundsandn T9 “Fouflyy” 1udndnanisiddnu e
aolmenssunuunziunnsiusuafianudouuuinelusiudiiodoy
YouszEuBuS Y AU BoslyranarmusULsaarIndn1stuAssy
Fveonuuulivulasgniguansnizeu HuuiidnaensenuiuuadinaLlaz
aud Uy wuutalarnsi@nisIndodnenssuvade Asy a1y
ureiindeageiy “Gnwade” ﬁﬂ@ﬂiuu%mmma?ﬁwazmmm'w\‘mazmm
pepgudnunisu 1ufinuossisessmaon duog

AULARY NSUNS2Y1A15991B1UNIW NsedaanunelsinouiuauLaas
WfinsunszeIuiAsIuiafiied nendesiuaudein arduduide
nsvodunefuivendouiyvuuvinglin “ usyviSoufifovdvalys
ANUAIATYDE LAY ﬁwﬁvy‘wﬁvH%ﬂfﬁgﬁuﬁguawsﬂfuéy ludovlng
easyiudsluldsniuuwsyane Suldyuiuriousslsuniornossuuyn
Usgﬂayﬂ“yﬁ’ulmfmfwuaﬂﬁymfu w5o118negonilvuyyfindualys
diouivosyuiiufivensn usievyyiienlurludelngldidurioy
wsslsuuasiovsuuyn yufuiuveviusfiouginauivssadng
yuinaredufesfioa eisvilmiifoasiniousgosiiufndmniy
Bouldieiu 5\7@5/7nfﬁ@auﬂywﬁayﬂssﬂﬁagi..” 3o uilyy
Fefiorfuuanivannfiauidadnszorusunmaiaseied waz naunily
Fununndiniss lunsremseufiiesdsalus ifensedsniaf 4

NAJUA
NAJUA: HISTORY OF ARCHITECTURE AND THAI ARCHITECTURE 2024

VOoL21
Iss 2

1252



NI 6-1/ Fig 6-1
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“A Sai Sathan” which was
once a foreign resort in
Ang Sila.

6-1 Maharaj Building

6-2 The Queen’s Building
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Fig 7

The floor plan of the
residence of Chao Phraya
Ramrakhop (Thap Charoen)
at Sanam Chandra Palace,
Nakhon Pathom, is a semi-
rectangular building with

a central hall enclosed

by verandas. The wings

of the building are divided
into two sections, and

the porch at the front is in

the shape of a semicircle.
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Fig 8

The three buildings are 8-1 Thap Charoen
part of the royal servants’ 8-2 Phra Kammasakhi
quarters within residence

Sanam Chandra Palace, 8-3 Phra Surabhi
Nakhon Pathom, which is residence

now located within
the boundaries of

Silpakorn University.
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Fig 9

The design of

the residence for land
surveyors in Pathum Thani
and Nonthaburi provinces
(1920)
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NN 10-4 / Fig 10-4

Fig 10

The design of houses built
on stilts with timber and
concrete and a front porch
and stairs leading to

the central hall is an
architectural style adapted
for government buildings

in provincial areas.

10-1 the old building of
the Bang Pakong District
Office in Chachoengsao
10-2 the old building of
the Ratchaburi Provincial
Police Station

10-3 the old building of
the Lam Luk Ka Police
Station in Pathum Thani
10-4 the old building of
the Sai Noi Police Station

in Nonthaburi
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