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Abstract

This interview presents the biography, ideas, and intellectual trajectory
of Vira Inpuntung, an architect and academic whose work has played
a vital role in shaping a strand of contemporary Thai architecture rooted
in vernacular traditions. His architectural projects, typically smallin scale,
are distinguished by their careful attention to detail and a design process
that begins with hand sketches, physical modelling, and a search for
inspiration grounded in the values of vernacular architecture.
The conversation reflects Professor Vira’s belief that good architecture
need not be monumental or complex, but should instead respond

sensitively to nature, the environment, and the lived realities of people.

The interview also covers a diverse range of his works—from the Sanguan
Pho Phra House in Phetchaburi, which received a Gold Medal from
the Association of Siamese Architects, to his theoretical concept of
rayang, which explores the possibility of developing a new architectural
language inspired by natural forms. It also discusses his research
into vernacular architecture, which informed his later thinking on
“contemporary vernacularity,” as well as his development of the traditional
Thein Ot Phein joint system into a refined architectural expression in

small-scale constructions.

This interview thus serves as a testament to the view that simplicity,
humility, and a deep respect for nature in architectural practice constitute
ameaningful stance—one that has significantly contributed to the shaping

of Thai architectural history.

Keywords: contemporary Thai architecture, vernacular architecture,
simplicity in design, rayang, Thein Ot Phein
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Fig 8

An extension added to
the Dome Building, facing
the football field,
Thammasat University,
Tha Prachan campus,

Bangkok.
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Fig9

Proposed design for
the extension of the
Faculty of Liberal Arts,
Thammasat University,
Tha Prachan campus

(unbuilt)
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Fig 10

Scale model showing the
Faculty of Liberal Arts
building and its proposed
extension, based on the
concept of “limbs”

(rayang)
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Garden area within

the Pho Sam Ton residence,
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Seaside vacation home
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Phetchaburi—

a contemporary Thai
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by cultural roots
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Studio of Professor Kanya
Charoensupkul:

another architectural work
developed under the

concept of “limbs” (rayang)
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Fig 15

Riverside dwelling of
local villagers—integrated
with the environment,
well-adapted to the site,
and with a distinctive

character of its own
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Architectural model of
tortoiseshell-shaped house
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Fig 17

A home for Vira Inpuntung
and his wife, designed for
retirement, by the

Phetchaburi River
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Thein Ot Phein—

a traditional interlocking
wooden puzzle used as
a plinth for a coffin or

an.urn.
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Prototype model of
a gable roof house
assembled from
interlocking wooden

components
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ARCHITECTS DRAWING PAINTING

OFRNSIRL PANIN VIRA INPUNTUNG  CHAIYASIT DANKITTIELL SURIYA UMPANSIRIRATANA

Opening : 156th June 2012

17.00

Phra Phrombhijitr Architecture and Art Gallery

Faculty of Architecture Silpakorn University

Duration : 15th-26th June 2012
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Fig 22

Watercolour artwork
postcard by

Vira Inpuntung, featured in
the Architecture Drawing
Painting exhibition by
Ornsiri Panin, Vira
Inpuntung, Chaisit
Dankittikul, and Suriya

Umpansiriratana
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Editorial Note
This invited interview underwent internal editorial review.
To ensure impartiality of the process, oversight was provided by

an independent member of the editorial board.
Illustration Sources

Allillustrations by Vira Inpuntung unless otherwise specified.

Opening figure and Fig. 11 Kukkong Thirathumrongkiat, 2022.
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