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Abstract

The term “shresthi” had original root from Sanskrit “shresta”
meaning superior and was a source of the term “chettiar,” or
“chetty,” or “settee.” Chettiar was the name title of a trading
group of many ethnic communities in India. This paper focuses
on the architecture of palatial houses of Nattukottai Chettiars
or Nattukottai Shresthis or Nagarathars (town people) in
Pudukkottai and Sivaganga districts, Tamil Nadu, India. During

wihd1 2. 12 * 2558 | 11



12 | wihda 2. 12 * 2558

the 19-20 centuries, Nattukottai Chettiars were involved in trade
and banking business in Sri Lanka and countries in Southeast
Asia, such as Burma, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, and
Vietnam. Being wealthy from trade, they sent money back home
in India for industrial investment and philanthropy as well as
establishing well organized villages and palatial houses in Tamil
Nadu. Their village layout was arranged in a grid pattern with
irrigation system and ponds supplying water for drinking and
domestic uses. Their architectural materials used to build
palatial houses were imported from abroad ; for example teak
from Burma, satin wood from Ceylon ; marble and mirror from
Italy, ceramic tiles from Japan ; and steel from England. Chettiar
palatial houses mixed indigenous traditional houses in Tamil
Nadu as well as chettiars’ characteristic of separate entrances

for male and female.
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