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The Change of Chapel of Arogayasala’s Usage Patterns :
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Abstract

Arogayasalas were built by Jayavarman VI, King of Khmer
empire, around 19" Buddhist century. The objective of
Arogayasala was to provide space for medical treatment for
the community. Around 30 Arogayasalas were discovered in
the northeastern region of Thailand. At present, evidence of
Arogayasala is only its Chapel with standard elements. Its design
represents medical treatment beliefs and religious worship
concepts. Chapel of Arogayasala was built by laterite and
sandstone. It is presumed that the medical treatment building
was wood pavilion construction therefore its evidence is
unidentified.

This paper presents the change of Chapel of Arogayasala’s
usage patterns by classify the analysis into three sessions. The
first session is the usage pattern in the part period. It was found
that there were two main areas. The first area was religious area,



Chapel of Arogayasala, which had many holy images on the
sides. The second area was medical treatment area which was
located on the north, outside the enclosure wall. The scope of
medical treatment was extended to the surrounding community
within a walking distance.

The second session is the usage pattern in the
overlapping period around 21* -24" Buddhist century. It was
found that there was a new settlement in this area. The new
ethnic still had faith in original monastery. The usage patterns
of the Chapel of Arogayasals had been changed to Theravada
Buddhism monastery. The new temples were built in this area.
The new Buddha images were placed inside. People believed
that this sacred area was the living place of the ancestral spirits
or local gods. Therefore, no one occupied the place of worship
for personal usage.

The final session is the usage pattern in the present time.
Chapel of Arogayasalas has monument. It has been used for
special activities, such as, Srung-Ku ceremony and Worship
ceremony, which have been held every year. The number of
activities and its format are varied based on to the size of the
community and host of the event .The activities is usually held
annually on the Waxing (full moon) 15 evening of the 5th month
according to the Thai lunar calendar.
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