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Abstract

This paper is excerpted from the survey research at Takanon
Community in Kiriratnikom District, Suratthani Province. This
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village community situates in flooding area along Pumdaong
River Basin. In flood season, water would inundate the
community area while local people could normally inhabit

with flooding condition without any obstruction because of this
wisdom of living. Sumet Jumsai na Ayudhya (1996) had defined
the term “Amphibious Community” for this village as the houses
had been placed on the ground during dry season and can be
floated related to water level in flood season. This condition
brought to the significance of the research and survey of the
real situation of “Ruean Pae Bok” or Amphibious Floating House
as an Amphibious Architecture which has not been explicitly
studied about the existence of Ruean Pae Bok in nowadays
situation. This research questions focused on the relationship
of physical structure of Ruean Pae Bok and interior living space,
and the factors of change which effect to the transformation of
Ruean Pae Bok by using analysis from secondary data and field
survey.

The research result found that, there are factors that
effected to the existence of Ruean Pae Bok which are internal
factors and external factors. Firstly, the internal factors were
from changes of way of life which directly affected from water
to land-based transportation and caused the water trading
activities and related occupations. And the change of
environment and water condition from the construction of
Ratchaprapa Dam made changes in people’s thought that there
would not be flooding again made the decision to build more
permanent houses on the land. Secondly, the external factors
are materials and construction technology, while bamboo is
hardly found so that new material could be replaced such as
metal fuel tank or the construction of permanent toilet which
fixed the land and cannot appropriately use during flood season.
The existence of Ruean Pae Bok had been affected to these
internal and external factors.

Existence of Ruean Pae Bok or Amphibious Floating
House can be implied to the sense of resilience and adaptive
measure to disaster as a part of living with changing environment,

especially during flood season as long as wisdoms of living is to



survive and adaptation of design and development according to

lifestyle and environment should take into account.
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