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Abstract

Wat Ratchasittharam or Wat Phlap was established to be

a residence of Phra Acharn Suk (Kai Thuean) [Venerable Suk
(jungle fowl)] in Bangkok. Phra Acharn Suk was a monk teacher
of King Rama | and a sangharaja [head of the sangha], the only
one in Thai history, who came from a vipassanadhura mediation
monastery. Wat Ratchasittharam was a forest monastery during
the beginning of Rattanakosin period and located outside city
walls of Bangkok to the west. During that period, forest
monasteries in Bangkok were situated outside the city walls to
not only the west but also north and east, for instance Wat
Rachathiwat to the north and Wat Saket to the east. While in
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Sukhothai and Chiang Mai during the 13" to 15" centuries, forest
monasteries were always built outside the city walls to the west.
Layout of Wat Ratchasittharam has been divided into two parts,
Phutthawat [public area which is dedicated to the Buddha] and
Sanghawat [private area for monks’ residences] parallel to other
monastic compounds in Thailand. However, its unique
characteristic is an ordination hall surrounded by small kutis

or brick cottages for practicing meditation. Layout of Wat
Ratchasittharam was mixed of those during the end of Ayutthaya
and beginning of Rattanakosin periods as an ordination hall

has been the main architecture of the compound and had

two stupas to the front. Furthermore, the ordination hall and

a vihara [image shrine] has been established parallelly which
was a characteristic of a monastic layout during the reign of

King Rama lll. The ordination hall of Wat Ratchasittharam was
firstly built in the reign of King Rama | since decorative pattern
of its pediments has been corresponded to those built during
King Rama I’s period. The ordination hall and other buildings in
the compound were later renovated during the reigns of King
Rama lll and IV. The arrangement of small kutis enclosing the
ordination hall probably aimed to separate place to practice

mediation from living place of monks.
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