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Abstract

This article is part of a master’s degree thesis entitled
“Buddhist Monasteries of Dhammayuttika Nikaya in Ubon
Ratchathani” at Silpakorn University, Thailand. The article aims
to study characteristics of Buddhist monasteries of
Dhammayuttika Nikaya in Ubon Ratchathani Province. It also
attempts to seek for its concepts as well as influence and
factors which effected architecture and role of Dhammayuttika
monasteries to the society in Ubon Ratchathani. According to
the study, sim (ordination hall) has been the most important
in @ Dhammayuttika monastic compound in Ubon Ratchathani.
Even though there is no specific location of an ubosatha in

a monastic layout, an ubosatha has been often situated at
the center of a compound. Sim of Dhammayuttika in Ubon
Ratchathani was often adorned with relief of a bell-shaped
pagoda at a pediment which was considered as a symbol of
Dhammayuttika. Sim at Wat Supattanaram Worawihan was the
first to adorn pediments with this symbol. Furthermore, its
pediments were without a gable overhang which the apex and
two lower ends of the gable roof were adorned with heads of
naga. These ornaments became prototypes for decoration of
other Dhammayuttika sims in Ubon Ratchathani.

Buddhist monasteries of Dhammayuttika Nikaya in Ubon
Ratchathan can be classified in three periods: first period of
establishing Dhammayuttika monasteries (B.E. 2394-2452) during
the reigns of King Rama IV - V; second period (B.E. 2453-2480)
from the reign of King Rama VI to the Siamese Revolution in
1932; and third period (B.E. 2481-present) from Plaek
Phibunsongkhram rule to present.

Sims of the first period had no specific characteristics but
had characteristics same as local; those of the second period
had its own styles and characteristics with had Dhammayuttika
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Nikaya in Bangkok as a model, combining with western, local,
Chinese and Vietnamese style; and those of the third period had
characteristics parallel to that of central Thailand but some
architectural elements were after those at Wat Supattanaram
Worawihan.
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