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Abstracts

The objective of this paper is to “re-read” Thapae Road, in
particular its architecture of row-houses, which, can be regarded
as an important piece of historical manifestation from which we
can explore our past that reveals how Chiang Mai have gradually
been modernized as well as the significant transformation of its
economy into a capitalist society. Methodologically, this paper
has primarily drawn into a historical investigation based on the
transformation of Chiang Mai’s economy, which is believed to

be the point where the row-houses were initiated, secondly

the establishment of Chinese migrant and how they have
become influential in the city also need to be focused, lastly
the juxtaposition of different facades and locations illustrate

a variety of compositions based on a diverse of architectural
styles, ornaments and materials that have evolved over time has
also be taken into account. Historical exploration of this paper is
divided into four periods (1) Thapae Road in the beginning (1884)
or after the implementation of the second treaty between
Bangkok and Britain; (2) Thapae Road in the period of the Siam
intendance (1897), where Thapae road can be read as an area of
Siam intendance along River Ping and the connection towards

a new era of modern economy; (3) Thapae Road in the period of
up-rising from Chinese merchants (1927-1947), which during this
period the Chinese merchants were able to develop much
stronger relations with Siam and adapted themselves into

a new political system; and lastly (4) Thapae Road nowadays
(2016) which is when we read Thapae Road through the current
situation in what can be perceived as a diversity of culture
awaiting to be polished, conserved. The finding is the row-houses
in Thapae road can be regarded as a reflection of modernity.



They function as a piece of collage informing people of the
history, the transformation, the ways of living. Yet this functions

gradually decline, neglect, and finally be destroyed.

Keywords : Architecture of Row-Houses, Thapae Road,
Modernization, Chiang Mai City
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