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Abstracts

This paper studies about Viharas for Reclining Buddha in the
early Rattanakosin period to King Rama IV in the central part

of Thailand. It focuses on their architectural uniqueness of the
Viharas, built or renovated by Siamese elites. The paper
examines the meaning of Viharas for Reclining Buddha, concepts
and beliefs relevant to their architectural formation, and their
plannings and locations in monastery compounds. According to
the scope of this research, three characteristics of the Viharas
concerned in this study can be observed here.

1. Vihara for Reclining Buddha in the early Rattanakosin
period as a subordinate element in its monastery compound. Its
design characteristic is related to the concept of realistic
Buddha.

2. Vihara for Reclining Buddha in the early Rattanakosin
period as a key element in its monastery compound. Its design
characteristic is related to the concept of surrealistic Buddha.

3. Vihara for Reclining Buddha in King Rama IV period,
as a secondary element designed according to Paribhogacetiya
belief. Its design characteristic is related to the concept of
realistic Buddha under King Rama IV period.

In terms of perception, the design leads visitor’s view to
the Buddha directly both from outside and from inside the
monastery area. This can be also observed in the architectural
elements of the Viharas particularly the building’s base, columns
and voids designed as to reinforce the roles and function of
Viharas of Reclining Buddha.
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