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Abstract

The three main goals of this study were; 1) to study almsgiving in Theravada
Buddhism, 2) to investigate material gift in Theravada Buddhism, and 3) to analyze material
gift in Theravada Buddhism. This study used a qualitative approach. Scriptures, Tipitaka,
commentary, and Buddhist literature were used to analyze the facts. The data were
gathered via in-depth interviews with fifteen key informants using the in-depth interview
tool. The information was evaluated and given in a descriptive form.

The findings were as follows:

Giving entails making sacrifices, letting up of selfishness, and placing one's attention
on the good of others. The intention prior to giving, the intention during siving, and the
intention after giving were significant elements. Giving was separated into dharma giving and
material gifts.

Giving objects as gifts was referred to as a "material ¢ift." The ten material gifts
Anunam, Panang, Vatthang, Yanang, Mala, Sanut, Vilepana, Seiya, Avasthang, and
Paripayayang were referenced in the numerous sutras.

According to the sense-doors, there are six different kinds of offerings: Rupa-dana
(giving of forms), Satta-dana (giving of sounds), Kandha-dhana (giving of scents), Rasa-dana
(giving of tastes), Pothabpha-dana (giving of tangible objects), and Dhamma-dana (giving of
mental objects). These offerings are divided into two major categories: those that originate
from within us (Ajjatta) and those that originate from outside of us (Bhahiddha).

Material gifts were prioritized for rapidity of acquisition in the era of fast change, with
solely the virtue of giving material goods being considered. This made the merit of the giving
insufficient because it didn't take the benefit of the recipient into account. This study was
done to examine the material gifts in Theravada Buddhism in order to foster understanding

and happiness for both the givers and the receivers.

Keywords: Theravada Buddhism; Almsgivings; Objects.
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