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Abstract

This study aimed to 1) examine the problems and obstacles in the implementation of
drug prevention policies, 2) assess the effectiveness of policy implementation, and 3) propose
recommendations for improving the implementation of such policies in Tha Wang Thong
Subdistrict, Mueang Phayao District, Phayao Province. A mixed-methods approach was
employed, collecting quantitative data from 364 residents across 14 villages using stratified
random sampling and qualitative data through in-depth interviews with five key informants,
including local leaders and officials. Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics, while qualitative data were examined through content analysis. The findings revealed
that problems and obstacles in policy implementation were generally low across all aspects,
including personnel and organizational capacity, social and cultural factors, rehabilitation and
recovery, and economic factors, indicating that the community possesses adequate resources,
infrastructure, cooperation, and supportive social values. However, qualitative findings
highlighted limitations in rehabilitation mechanisms, follow-up after treatment, and continuity
of recovery programs. The effectiveness of the policy was found to be high in terms of policy
clarity, leadership support, and monitoring and evaluation. Policies were clearly defined,
community leaders played a crucial role, and the monitoring system was effective.
Nonetheless, limitations were noted due to central policies lacking flexibility and not fully
aligning with local contexts, as well as discontinuity in citizen participation in monitoring and
evaluation processes. Recommendations for policy development include establishing
networks of local leaders and volunteers, enhancing follow-up systems for treated individuals
in collaboration with relevant agencies, organizing continuous rehabilitation activities,
strengthening officials” skills in monitoring drug-related activities, and promoting vocational
opportunities for at-risk groups to reduce risk factors and improve the overall effectiveness of

the policy sustainably.
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