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Abstract

With the rapid development of related technologies and the explosion in global demand
for connection, Low-Earth-Orbit (LEO) mega-constellation industry is on the verge to overcome
the cost and time consumption which was its Achilles” heels in the past, the business is feasible
now. Twenty to thirty thousand of LEO satellites are scheduled to be launched within this
decade alone. Those mega-constellation plans give Thailand an opportunity to improve our
digital infrastructure, especially efficiently and greatly in remote and previously inaccessible
areas. However, the race of mega-constellation deployment of a few globally dominant firms
from a couple of large economies could pose great economic and political risks as well as
challenges to local oligcopoly market characteristics. This article aims to provide an overview
of the past, present, and future of the mega-constellation industry. The article also seeks
to sketch how its progress could benefit Thailand’s digital infrastructure development and
the risks that might lurk in the near future. In addition, an analysis of mega-constellations
LEO’s progress trajectory addresses key issues for promoting a competitive LEO market

and national security concerns.
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amegelumsnaszutlasaneanidiesndaeslivssdfizusunlutsaennssei 20
Ipalassmsfng senuuu wasaulaseenufisnnstaase (Mega-constellation) ilusiuauunn
uasadaliusnisdamdivdladnsiiunisgiutuwaznisaduayuvesnguyulugaainnssy
nsesnaunauAuiundn whmstaumeluladusdlasmeaifiesndarsiasdsvaunudisa
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asssruuiinseunquitamnituilafinm wilunmsumeluladnafufuasnsonouaussaudons
msgsAaleinnd dawalilugaed e 2000-2010 gramnssumafisanslaasiUszauanioy
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donawulduinnssuuazimaluladnisiudidnnselind Yangunsalsing 9 dawali
nsliwdanulumsdimuiestugaslasanamasviiaudunumsdunisiiuanasmainn iy
5 11161 ﬂﬁgﬂauﬁ’umamﬂLaﬂ%uLLazﬂ’m%’gLﬁmmuﬁmmiﬁ%LﬁwﬁqﬁuﬁmﬂﬂaLLassJ'mGiaﬂm%’]ﬁq
druvinisniafiuiy Wefaudnduainaaiguasaudesnisnisgsiagatuililaaudy
vosmsitmuilassisaufionisdassdidundundnats JUTENeNYULALITIAIMATIUIUNIN
33ulasansuasinIouiiogdennuiisnnslaasdiusinumeaiatugduussenimdeliuinig
Inseuueuuarasesauldiviovluduussenia Tnsfnsenaziuitluimenssy 2020 2ed
pufleandlaasinannn 50,000 sagnasdugaslags

madunsiaunlasadsiuguinsesauresUssmalngldAumnaniaadiviaenu
masgmsinsumadenatuayulvidussaniamanndedu unanutagshnisdnwaniunisol
yaagnavnsulaseigaaiisnnalaasdl Uszleviainmslidaulassdiennidfienasiaasi
Tumsauysema wnlthmesgranmnssluswaniieiausiuzsifuddyiidosiansandniu
maWaulassad et uesilssansnmuazinnuuaendeluduauiunsesnd

2. N1SNUNJUJSSIUNSSY
2.1 gnannssunoifisuovlnosni-oin JegUu IazounAn

FuudlanlutiBafimsdsneana smafiesdmsunsdimafiulan msdenuusmimms
wagnsdmaiuiainszeging (Remote Sensing) léignasiugadlaassinvasian (Low Earth Orbit)
flsgorarngaszning 160-2,000 Alawnsarniulan ludresduanidernauiuiifivie
ndoslnsnssaionmadula osnnszezanugaidwilimdsnuildlunisdsanaiisutiosnin
wlnaslusedudy uarssssmessminandguuuilondseglndnitnmifieslussduniugedu 4
tfuies vinlsinsdsdoyaszninsmaifisuuazaaniigiufidinnuaidn (Latency) fidindnszuy
MsdeansHunisNTisEAuANLgedy  (Telesat, 2020)
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Geostationary Orbit (GEO)

fA1A1uaE120 (Latency): 600 - 800ms sz nsimisuiaseinaa o
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wenmileannsldnuuesniasy Alanumeedlunisaisuinisdandlvdiussuuaiiey
2lAasianneenYULTY U3EM Orbcomm 9nanigenidnildGumaasuuinisnsdiadoud
iulasstneaniiienduseusnlul a.e. 1995 aulszauanudisauazaninsaaliuinis@andivdld
Humeusnveddaniull a.e. 1998 lneymauisvldiinuesunassneuianssiuiomn 19 Ussina
vialan maoaszezia1vedlaTiNIsUIEM Orbcomm anwnsndsarndfisuisiaasdiduliuinig
I@iavun 35 ma (Krebs, 2019) deunusnfiaesfianunsalyusnisinsdmsiiadoudiniuaiion
IdReustm Iridium Fdlé¥unisatiuayuainuishlnsauuan Motorola Tasu3m Idium a@unsn
dwnufleusiuau 66 mstugalaaslalull e 2002 Tavagusuyuailisnosanialasenisuszan
5 fuduneaan$anss (The Wall Street Journal, 2001) uagu3tmaavhefiannsoliuinislnsdn
wdoufiiiulassdisarifiesndaasiildfeuisv Globalstar Ssaunsodsauiiontugasiagsg
Igamun 48 M warBuliuinadendedesrasusunuulud 2002 Aseunquituiiviveiinunile
8l3U waraniusans1susguUITameAIUsNIg 1.79 neaaisansgrewnd (‘Globalstar', 2021)

whnsfaumeluladiisafuanufisnndaasiezszauanudifauas ganiiogiamnn
wagavevesUTlugnamnssuaisndassindudivennssliimeiufe duazans wiegnenian
Tassmsseaivniidunulususssznauasiuiisududeddguiuly Uszneufuaudosnns
Tulinnifissefassaegaseuludusumuld iesanineluladomsniafiuiy Tz
waluladusenuusus viewmaluladinsdwiindouiiliaenafiuiu (9u 26 uaz 36) tu
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fszAnsnmsedunuiang dwalviruinsBandedinitssuumauiionsn Taglud a.a 2002
U3t Globalstar AnFmu3mstnsdwishussuumaiionisng 1.79 avaaniavigrowd usmuinsiade
vosuinmslnsdniindeuiliasniafiufuduiidngegnegiidni 0.35 aeaafansgieuniivindy
(Consumer Action, 2002) vil#usiindednvazveseULdsansiiuniiouazauisaliusnig
AsauAguitnituld Amuuddunuluntsudnuagdenifiensiuiuinniugerniauas funu

Tunsguaszuugs dwalimuInIIenAYEUulsAUNGAUNIIANUABINTTYBINAIN o YazTiY

VNeNanusEIVsalATINITAUTTUUATELIARTAITINUAUAUAUYIAIN AN TRULNUNIEY

ilinsimunssuuafisu@andedlaveasdiasegrann lagluinaand wssduimdeundn
Tunsianalulagnraiies lisunsatuayuanniasgdundnumu Taeu3dm Iidium Auyain
AMTANAYANLMENTATUAYUNIIINUNTRUINNSENTHNAIEnSTaIE N L ieatuayun1sldau

NNATFUALNNNMTVRIENTFOLITNN (Iridium Museumn, 2021)

UsvasnuaIUsTLUa TN Taasa TugAlsA

AILTE 35 A9 lu 5 STy

E= orbcomm

l l Skybridge ----------- S3ANAN

BEE= G|obalStar

Aauararguazdsuiaseasivlunaiaunde

Teledesic -—---------- SRANAN

AILTEN 66 A9 TU 11 52UU

Iridium

i

nwi 2 nwsouwansadnuasulasinenoifeuodlngsAIugAISN

[ ]

soundisanudmimanaluladiugrunisiudidnnseinduas Yandmalinisldeu
L%yaLwaﬂﬁummuwmuzﬁm%’uﬁwdmnLﬁ&Jwﬁuémmﬁﬁﬂizﬁw%quqéﬁmﬂuﬁuwhLﬁaLﬁ&mﬁ’U
ﬂismumidmmﬂaﬂuqmuﬁﬂ (Butash et al., 2021) saulufamnuanuisalun1siauIoankuy
szwﬁﬁmm%’u%’auLLazUixﬁm%ﬂﬂwe[,uﬂﬁﬁwmuﬁqﬁuimaLawwszwmi&ia@nLﬁau%ugi@amﬂ
siial¥eld (Reusable Launch System) (Gardi & Ross, 2016) Ing53UUMINAIAINNTDANAUIY
Tunsasniisulena 5 i1 (Butash et al., 2021) LLasa%ﬁquﬂgm'ﬁzﬁﬁﬁﬁ@uqmmwﬁmGmLﬁsm
msualdieduidetiminifididinit 5,000 aesarfanigrenlansudaduduyuiimiian
Hulsyinisaivesgramnssunisdsufiostugaiag
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SPACEX FALCON 9
LAUNCHPROFILE == G

THE BOOSTERUPAND EACK
TOWARDS THE LAUNCH SITE.
BOOSTERFLIPS OVER

WITH NTROGEN THRUSTERS

/// \\FAIRING SEPARATION  \_PAYLOAD SEPARATION

/ "\ SECOND STAGE IGNITION

\\_STAGE SEPARATION
REENTRY BURN
VPERSONIC THREE ENGINE BURN
MECO
{RAT ENGINE CUTOFF)
~~—___GRIDFINS DEPLOY
SPEEDISSTILLAROVEMACHS

LANDING LEGS DEPLOY
| UFTOFF SOFTTOUCHDOWN
Wy

NIWA 3 s:uunsaudnniugoonAIUUTEETHved Falcon-9, SpaceX

fiu1: Gardi and Ross (2016)

vaa 191 1%

Tngnmi 4 Wisudlsuiseummuglumsdwmnaiiendugrlaasyialigilaninisldanuug

= ! °

wazidsazEalruinslusunandulng wu Falcon-9 vesu3em SpaceX lsthdsingiugeIniadise
qanluudinnil 120 s Tngluounguninu a.e. 2021 (NASA spaceflight, 2019) laades
prdien Starlink dniindszana 260 Alandusienas $1uau 60 A9 Jugalaasluafaien
deiisuiunisdanadieslugausnvesuisn Orbcomm dsldnanminnda 5 Ylunsdsmadios

35 A9 uglaas

wsauiaugnuninuzlunisihdvaiaudiugrelinasazdinluedi e

Falcon-9 Falcon Heavy Electron New Glenn
usin SpaceX BE= | SpaceX BEE= Rocket Lab - Blue Origin 2=
EG R H dahiudnis ilatiuinis daliuinis agszuIe ISR

: |
Al asmeanisde $62,000,000 $90,000,000 ¥ $7,500,000 i debiilawasiaya
=
A ladadudiaatiunin $2,719/A1ansu $1,410/Alan5u $25,000/Alansu ! fo'lidlawmarinya
iaﬁ”i.lu"mﬁnaoqa \ 22,800 Alansu 63,800 Alansu 300 Alansu 45,000 Alansu

nIwi 4 IUSvuIRgugUWKU=UNEIdnnvUgoonANUUTEET TR

filn: "Reusable launch system" (2021)
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LAMIDIDIUIUAILABUILATIALUTLE L WS NVBIUS ENUNEIUNTUHUN1TAS 190 ATV 18R T8

I °
WLAVIAT
Waauigussuua a9 1nlsen
Starlink OneWeb Telesat (Lightspeed) Amazon Project Kuiper
Fmnuenisuiigadedugieiaas 1740 0129 288 MV 109 0 /M9
FInuanisuilasuauana 2,814 M9 716 A9 298 A 578 A9
12,000 029
AMUANITILUAUUNY (LazARUBDUANALRULAN 6,372 a9 1671029 3,236 A9
dn 30,000 A7)
Astlauaduaiiud Ku-band Ku-band Ka-band Ka-band
E TP R HER] 540 - 579 Alaluas 1,200 Alaluas 1,015 uay 1,325 Alawns 590 - 630 ATaluns
atlzassmdnTunstiuing UIMITUTAAULUG afuauuiansnasy aluauuAINTAsg USNTUTAAUUUG
AaLss \itausiaTaseinamaiudu UINsanA1aYAng uInsanAadAng \itausiaTasorinamarudu

Ku-band: 12 - 18 GHz; Ka-band: 26.5 - 40 GHz

nawii 5 IUSouURgUIwuNIsasnlasteAoIRBUoIAISAITDJGU

fiun: Pachler et al. (2021) la:USuUsilnegivou

uastaifiasanmsfilussuuaslaasiioifions wunndufessesnarlunnadoudinaunuiy
suawmLﬁwimﬂﬂ%ﬁizazLamﬁg’uaﬁadqmaﬁﬁamsﬂ’mmaaﬂLLuuqﬂﬂizﬁ%’Ué’mzywmaaﬂfdﬁq
Funuvesgunsnituldanasie taeilgtuuidm Starlink I¥Eunaaeumsliuinmadandedves
seuudumesidnuuy Direct-To-Home H1uszuuafisnislaasilaglidriausmadoya
feA1UINg 99 Aeaaniavigreiieu uazAgUnsalENdU 499 aoaaansy WerFouieudy
Auinstnsdmiiindeuiiliansuuulisiiateyaluanizeuiniveanguuitninsauunauselng
fisleuimseglutie 75-85 asamsavigreidiou (Jancer & Van Camp, 2021) awuin Foeing
YoIFNUINMITETiNaesTUUTLARAIRENN

aglnsaiiSuciu (Starlink Kit) $499 uarausnis $99/16au

STARLINK

nwi 6 AngUnsniisusiunazAUSNNsTuGoINAEoUVaIUSEN Starlink

fAn: Starlink (2021)
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deuinsdamndvdiamudululilungsie Uszneudunnadeanisdeusedumesiin
Wulpduetaimnsglan iliussnsunumiduamuesainlumsadsssuunauiesndaasm
fuualvginitagtu Ineduant aa. 2020 85U A.A. 2029 in1afieudnNTILNINNT 50,000 A
ﬂﬁqﬁuéaaiﬂmﬁﬁw (Voelsen, 2021) lagn1sasudinanianuduiusiagrangiuuielsenis

_eD =) Sh.

e LY o 1

Uagilansaduayuann1asy 1wy uEm OneWeb uiinaggnanadindulviduazateludl a.m. 2020
winduBuesuaAAEAITINNANsAUgUARaNNSABas (Federal Communication Commission)
YIANMIALUTIUIUATT 48,000 A ﬁﬁuéaﬂms (FCC, 2020) lngsiounlasisguradingusauiungunu
MnasssgBuReUssyatouIsn Oneweb nefignussasindnonsliuinisgniussnnesdng
wazatfuayunsidunuvesiguia (CNBC, 2021) yi3eu3sm Telesat daldsunmsatfuayulnemss
Mnfsuianaunieaianagliuimssruuinsauunauiuafienslaasi Telesat Lightspeed
U9dULATIUIALANIAT (Telesat, 2021) Iummzﬁmaé’jqa’mm%’gﬂixmmu%uiﬁﬁmﬁmﬁa
USYN3§IamAa China Aerospace Science and Industry Corporation (CASIC) Wieadeszuy
arnflonaslaasan Hongyun Tneifesdulssneudionniiiensiuiu 864 aaa tilowmun
nsdnfdlassadisiuguAivaluiufisndenisneszuuinsaumauniafiufunagusn China
Aerospace Science and Technology Corporation (CASC) adnsvuumaionaslaase Hongyan
Tnenfosfutsznauseemifionsiuau 320 ane dsliuinemnemeia ermasu wavuinmsatuayu
Tnsstnelnsdmviadousinaitufiu (Voelsen, 2021) dIuusEneNvUIINaITIIUSTUSTYITUIY
Galaxy Space #slédsnufiouniausntugaslaasingasiul am. 2020 MauHLITESIssEUUA TN
Alpasaniloafuayuuinisuazlassine 56 lulseima (Galaxy Space, 2020) laginguszasd
Tunslfemwesuidninanistheuasiidnuasiunnssainnsliinsuiusssvumluvoswion
Starlink uatlagtufinsiedeulmargaanuidnuimilsluasisusglssneuiu dsldamedou
Inassndummuazsiumingdaasify International Telecommunication Union (ITU) shesviade
“GW” TnedlHuazinn1IieusnuIuni 12,992 A %uéaqiﬂmﬁizﬁummga 590 - 1,145 DlaLms
(ITU, 2020a) Fadianudululitanisdhdaaianistiusnmsdumesidanuaiiiisuunuanasssunn
vhlanludnwazideniuuinisves Starlink anuidmavlueuian

2.2 powdtuinalulagnoifeuadlnesssionswiuunlnsvasnewugiulnsauulAL

msvﬁwﬁw%ﬂ'}smﬂﬁumas‘LﬁmﬁaLi‘]uaﬂﬁﬂizﬂauﬁugmﬁﬁmmﬁwﬁwfamiv"v’@um
Uszdnsnmmnnindiuvosuszmeluyn 9 snu lidasduiuasegia anamnssunIsnan inyasnssy
nsfnEY NsUIMIUTene Snidigisantesininumdesduasatiuayunisidsnddiudoy
soszuuUszesulasvestszna Tasaruddydinangnitiudidsaniunmsninaunsssuiages
TsA COVID-19 Fsdamanszvueseneguusisionnaadiuvessena Inslanzluangnannnssuiil
nsUszgndihmaluladdviadnanldanuludagiulfdosaslifunansenusnnninniadiudu 4 1wy
Tumensfinwiarnsiannyaanslainsmenuanandssinvifssyin @aanunisallsa COVID-19



thiseu dn@nwisnnninfesas 94 lanldSunansgnulul am. 2020 winaaunsalazusamias
widndruastinideu dndnuilldsunansenuludssmaiiilasessiugilnseanauiliduudedy
Sigunnnindenay 80 luvnsiidduvesingoy dnAnwilulssweiisyuulassaiaiuguduniniy
lasunansgnulesninfesay 50 Aien1satuanuINTzUUNIsEeuIuYemteaulal (United
Nations, 2020) ﬁﬂﬁﬁ"’ﬂaﬂlﬁnﬁuﬁuﬁammﬁflLﬂuiuﬂ'151&’@14’13%111@ma%wﬁugmiﬁﬁﬂsxﬁm%mw
wazanuAsauAguUsznsliliuniigadsdududesiiansanissnszuiunsidsuiiulazaing
Anuamnsalunisidifauinisadvialidanuaseuaquiaziniunnigaiieniounsensuiy
aoumsaidornuaavangs o fenasdeiuluowan suludadmeneglumsiaunssuusu g

Mngdesldegiiuszdninm wenumiuguaniasgidnludesiansanuuimslunisaniu

v
= a

wnunsNlAsENiuguaIalae i ingUsrasdfenunusn1sfesrseuaquUssanslulsme
Tldunndian

paenszuznafiiuIfeaTmiiesznianasguazienvulunsamuiauilassaing
fugnilnsesmay il wuiardndulsznnsfiannsadiddumesidalilulsamalvedvle
agNrUNIsIULakazdnasInsnensiaenbsnunasy suluinisauaunial welulad
Tase1e wagu3msanaaeny tnsnwmil 7 uansfesiuiudseansineiiaansadhfeinig
maduwmesidarunisiiuteyavesdingu navy. wasaudideuinnssudumesilauszmalng $1in

AurugTavudmasiiatulssnaing

Aunuilszanns (duau)

504 49.6

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

nawn 7 Usunugidouduinesiliniuds:indlng

Aiun: d1dininu nans. (2021)
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dowFeuiisusuudlfnudumesiinuariuaulssrnsiammnvesUssmalneaznuin
dndunndrdauinsmnedumesidnvesuszansinedusggainitdiaisvesilanuazanaie
vousmnaluginiaele (ITU, 2020b) Tuninsiuuwdnusesinsinediuuinazaiuisadig
UimsBumesidnld widinandeustrvunguniis Sddasdmanniiflegerdtluvinaiiuiivindna
wagensansiifsduinandadenisgiimansiidugvassaddglunisdndunisaiiouas
Trusmslasselnsammauniafiuiu (msmeuaglias) vesiusznaumstensu nssiiunistu
fufidainanouununisgsiamdseaadumiriivesniasglunislfauatuayu (TU, 2020b)
Tnefirunnldinissiufleseninnsenseddnaiieinsuganagdenn (73) wagdrinau
ANENITUNITAINITNTEAELELY Aansinsyiml uwazfanisnsauuauuisnd (@dnawu nant.)
Tunsdniulasinisenszdulassadafiuguinsaumauietuindouasvginvesuszineiiie
alomalunsiifsuinmsvesssuarudnisdumesidaluiiuiivhdlng

Fndounnsiintivusnisauinasitinvadus:sinsingidoifoutiuwunsng 4

100%
83%

80%
71.9% i % 73%
60%
51% 55%
45%
40%
I 29%
20%
0%

Us:inflng Tan glsu aIusSM 1n808y  m:dudennan 1013y 11oWsN1
19N

nwi 8 dndounisiinfivusnisnuduinesilinveaUszinelng nazniniAsng  Aolan

fiun: ITU (2020b) 1azddnaau nans. (2021)

msinfulassnisensedulassaiefiugiuiingty dwalidndiunisdfedumesida
vesUszrnslnelud a.m 2020 egiifosas 71.9 (d1idnau navw., 2021) Wefiersunis
Tassedmsunisliusnmsdumesidaviaig q aznuindunulunsailiunmsadslassenisas
warl¥menaituiu ielaseunquisituiivinslnauazerndenisidifsiudoutiagadimnug
nagiisnansifieTeuifisuiulassngnaiion ddlusinfeguassadununeiueildansuay
srornailumIainessuudmaliiunusuessruutugeanilassnemaiiuiu Usenoufuarmda
gegalunsamivanvesanifisianasgiu dulanudiudiuanuglunslivinisinilasmie



¥
A a a

meaiuRukuUiianswazliae (European Commission, 2021) fatiu Mmadenlunisasnelaseaig

v v

meuAudmsURLUE M sTIiaamwwintesUsyynsas waslidnwazgivssnmanlidugUassa
FaflusyAnSamuazsuuAuA luNTawLNINAT

anuBBigegalunisanidluanuasiasanaLaaraia

1INN71 10 Gbps

4.Gbps

100 Mbps Starlink: 150 Mbps

- e

Tasenumonasuas Taserinalanniuas a5 fnsitadauil Taserinae G Taseriaaniimnsinaser
(Copper Wired Network) (Optical Fiber Network) (Mobile Broadband Network) (Traditional Satellite Network) (LEO Satellite Network)

nawn 9 wunwiUSsuifigunouISonIsanoUlnanguanvaulASIVIENIUUINSTIUNAASTRN

Aun: European Commission (2021)

gniiuunsiinanmngiemansiidnuazeindenisaniunisneaiiavsenisnis wu
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fiun: ITU (2020b)
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fiu: Voelsen (2021) na=Usulsulnogiveu

uenwileanduiasugiauazdeay anwannsalunisldnussuunisdearsainuisige
flannsoasouaquituiildilandy demalvrhenuigansalivinisanifioudoas Weuims
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43A57877 (Gulf War) $esag 60 uag 80 mudduvesnisdearsiiuaniisuneldufoinis
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