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Abstract

This research entitled “The comparative study of goodness : Cases of
dhamma tales and folktales” has three objectives: 1) to study the universal
meaning of goodness 2) to study the way of ‘goodness’ practice mentioned
in dhamma tales and folktales and 3) to study thoughts and moral precepts
embedded in the tales.

In terms of methodological approaches, it employed a qualitative
research approach using in-depth interviews and he analysis of printing
documents. In addition, it also gathered information from secondary sources
such as textbooks, books and research reports. The finding from these two

methods was then compared to draw a conclusion as stated in the objectives.

The meaning of goodness discovered is the action reflecting physical,
psychological and ideological attribute which leads to desired and content

behaviours.

The consistence of goodness practices indicates that there are three
practical ways. Firstly, physical decency is good actions or behaviours.
Secondly, psychological decency is noble and positive thinking and thirdly,

ideological decency is the practice following religious teachings. Furthermore,

/
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there are also three levels of goodness practices. First, morality can be

evaluated by the use of religious teachings. Second, virtue is much more
ditficult to notice than that of ethical behaviours. Finally, the hardest

noticeable level is the conduct of ideological decency.

In respect of thoughts and moral precepts embedded in dhamma tales,
the study shows that the stories of the previous incarnations of the Lord
Buddha, histories of chief disciples, prophets and Nabi refer to religious
principles. It is the level of goodness transcendin ideologie, that is, moral
codes. Buddhism refers to righteousness, the belief in karma and the five
precepts which are incorporated to guide actions and to ultimately reach
nirvana. Islam praises Allah who is regarded as the greatest virtue. Muslims’
beliefs and practices are guided by the Holy Quran and Hadith in particular,
the five basic practices namely Ibadah, six faiths, ethics and the desire to
reunite with its God. Christianity emphasizes the New Testament and the Ten
Commandments. Particularly, it believes in purgatory, the love for god, the

love for neighbours and the treatment of others as one own self.

The thought gained from folktales which are categorized as Aesop
tales indicates its correlation with religious teachings since it encourages
righteous conducts. More specitically in the level of ethical behaviours and
virtue, they refer to harmony, gratitude, integrity, endevour, fortitude, mercy,

wisdom,serenity and humble.

Keywords: Goodnes, Dhamma Tales, Folktales
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conscience and with merciful mind, heart, soul...no need to proclaim
to anyone just God knows and one self knows. Merciful heart is

one of explanation from Love and transform to action of doing good,
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