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Politics in Public Media Policies of
the Thai Public Broadcasting Service*

Nithita Siripongtugsin™*

N

Abstract

This qualitative research is aimed to investigate the politics in the
public media policy process and the process of making public media and to
analyze the performance of the Thai Public Broadcasting Service (TPBS). The
literature on the political communication in media society proposed by Jiirgen
Habermas was used as a framework for the investigation. Drawing primarily
upon a qualitative evidence including primary documents and the in-dept
interview. The interviewees are the policy stakebolders, the audiences council
of TPBS, the performers of TPBS, and the performers of media and
intellectuals. The study shows that to change the cancelled UHF television into
the public media is the best way out of the dictatorial government to solve
the problems of public media policy. The public media established during
dictatorial government never reflects the great power from below but it is
pushed by the rulers or technicians who believe that they themselves who
know well more than others do. The case of TPBS was directly a fruit borne
out of research and advocacy by a technocratic clique who had access to

political power during the coup-installed administration and legislature.
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TPBS tries to establish the self-regulating media being independence from
state and capital power. However, there is a tension between these two types of
independence as freedom from commercial pressures necessarily leads to
dependence on public funding with the attendant risk of state interference.
As a result, there is a dilemma between governmental interventions which
can lead to media self-censorship and insufficiency of citizen participation to

support TPBS.

Keywords: Politics, Public Policy, Public Service Broadcasting
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