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The Factors used for Identifying “Politeness” in
Male and Female Conversations among
Thai Undergraduate Students*

Thasanee Mekthawornwathana™*

Abstract

This paper aims at analyzing the criteria used for politeness
determination in male and female conversations and synthesizing the

meaning of “politeness” in Thai society.

The result found that the principle criterion for identifying the
politeness in male conversation was the situational context; namely, a
conversation topic, language level suitable for the relationship between the
speaker and the hearer and the place that the conversation takes place.
Oppositely, the criterion of female conversation politeness depended on the

linguistic forms used.

It also revealed that male politeness in conversation means the ability
to use language appropriately in terms of the situational context and female
politeness in conversation means the ability to use language appropriately
in terms of linguistic forms; that is using polite terms and polite ending words

without derogatory vocabulary.

Keywords: Politeness, Situational Context, Male Conversation, Female

Conversation

* I am grateful to Professor Amara Prasithrathsint for her helpful comments and suggestions on
an earlier version of this paper.

* A Ph.D. candidate, Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University.
Phyathai Road, Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330, THAILAND, E-mail: thnmek@yahoo.com
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