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Reading Behavior of Master’s Degree Students:
A Case Study of the National Institute of
Development Administration

Natchaya Chalaysap*

Abstract

This survey research was conducted to investigate the reading
bebavior of Master’s degree students in seven schools at the National Institute
of Development Administration. They were selected by using the
disproportionate stratified random sampling. The total sample was 160
students—40 students from each of the four semesters. It was found that
overall there was no significant difference in reading bebavior between male
and female graduate students. However, when all the dimensions were
considered separately, a significant difference was found in terms of purposes
of or reasons for reading. That is, a larger number of female students read
for the purpose of writing reports than their counterparts, while the male
students read out of curiosity. In addition, the male students read at more
various times than the female ones. Regarding the understanding of English
texts, the females were found to have a better understanding of texts from
magazines than the male ones. When the students from four different
semesters were compavred, it was found that the students who enrolled in a
larger number of semesters understood English texts better than those who

enrolled in a smaller number of semesters. It was also found that the average

*  Associate Professor, School of Language and Communication, National Institute of

Development Administration (NIDA)

118 Seri Thai Road, Klong-Chan, Bangkapi, Bangkok, THAILAND, 10240.
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4 N
number of reading hours per day was two hours and 17 minutes—one hour

and 34 minutes for Thai texts and 43 minutes for English texts. Most of the
students read English texts assigned by their instructors by searching for
English-to-Thai translation versions (72.5%), followed by seeking Thai texts
with equivalent contents or topics (65.6%). Also, many divided the assigned
text into parts and each member of the group was responsible for reading
each part and all shared the information after that. With regard to desirable
reading materials, most wanted the contents to be of general interest (72.5%);
however, there were some who wanted to read both general texts and those
Jrom their fields of study (49.4%). The majority (61.9%) preferred passages of
only 1-3 passages. The researchers recommended that the teaching unit
responsible for teaching English reading skills use the research results as a
guideline to improve reading materials in and outside the class, and that the
Institute should establish the self-access center for students to improve their

own reading skills in their free time.

Keywords: Reading Bebhavior, English Reading, Promotion of Reading Habits
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