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The Comprehensive Meanings of Krengchai and
the Important Aspects of Thai Culture*

Thasanee Mekthawornwathana™*

Abstract

This paper aims at investigating the comprehensive meanings of
krengchai in Thai and analyzing the important aspests of Thai culture from
these meanings. The result revealed that krengchai has three literal meanings,
‘respect’, ‘afraid that other people would feel unsatisfied’ and ‘afraid that
what bas bappened might bother others’. Also the study showed that krengchai
carries three speech-act meanings, thanking, accepting and refusing. It also
showed that krengchai has two social meanings, the speaker has lower
status than the addressee or the speaker and the addressee are not close to
each other. All these meanings reflect that Thai is a collective society and
Thais place a bigh value on elderly, care for other people’s feeling and bold
the daily life to the Buddha’s teaching.

Keywords: Cultural Keyword, Literal Meaning, Speech-Act Meaning, Social
Meaning, Thai Culture

* This article is a part the PhD dissertation, “The Natural Semantic Metalanguage Approach to
a Study of The Comprehensive Meanings of The Cultural Keywords ‘maipenrai’ ‘krengchaf’,
and ‘khotot’ in Thai’. T am grateful to Professor Amara Prasithrathsint for her helpful
comments on an earlier version of this paper.

** PhD candidate at Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University
Phyathai Road, Pathumwan, Bangkok 10330 THAILAND, E-mail:_thnmek@yahoo.com
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