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Constitutions of Japan:

From the Past to the Present”

iy

Sunee Malikamal™*

Abstract

From 604 to 2011, three constitutions were proclaimed in Japan. The

first one was the Constitution of Seventeen Articles, written during the period

of monarchical governance, as Prince Shotoku wished for it to become the
supreme law of the land to bring peace to the people and to resolve the
conflicts among them. The second constitution was the Constitution of the
Empire of Japan, 1889. Written during the reign of Emperor Meiji, it was an
outcome of the country’s effort to free itself from the right of extraterritoriality
and taxation of western countries desirous of colonizing Japan. The third
constitution was the Constitution of Japan, 1946, drafted by the United States
upon Japan’s defeat in the Second World War, with the principal purposes
of reducing Japan’s military might and the power of the Emperor to a
mere symbol of the state. Promulgated in 1947, without any amendments
made to it to date, this constitution has helped Japan to transform itself

from a military power to an industrial and economic superpower today.

Keywords: Constitution, Japan, Superpower
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