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The Situation and Problem in Drugs Problem
Management among Thai Muslim Adolescents in
Ban Don Khilek Community, Phawong Sub-district,
Muang District, Songkhla Province

Rutchadee Binwang™ and Kasetchai Laeheem™*

Abstract

This research aims to study the situation and problems in solving drugs
problems in Thai Muslim adolescents in Ban Don Khilek community which
was conducted by in-depth interviewing with 18 religion leaders, 4 community
leaders, 15 Muslim teenagers, and 10 parents of the drug users. The data was
analyzed in the way of descriptive analysis, covering all designated research

[frameworks.

The study found that the situation of drug problems in the community
of Ban Don Kbilek was very concerning. The majority of youths are using
drugs. The most common drugs in the area consist of cigarettes, kratom
(Mitragyna speciosa Korth.), cannabis (weed), methamphetamine (ice), and

amphetamine, respectively. The drugs have severe impacts not only on the

. )
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' N
users themselves but also their families, community and society. The research
found several factors causing drugs problems in youtbs. First, their families
have avoided following the Muslim’s ways of practice. Also, the parents have
not treated their children properly. Moreover, the abundant of drug sources
and shelters in the community allowed youngster to become addicted to the
drug easily. Additionally, drugs were widely used among friends. Last, the
knowledge about the negative effects of drugs was limited in the local

teenag ers.

Omne of the previous troubles in drug problem management was that the
community has tried to respond the state’s policies without involvement of local
residents. Others were insufficient information about clear situation and also
time limitation. In addition, quantitative achievement was preferred rather
than qualitative one. Particularly, lawsuits were used to punish local drug
users, including arrestment, fine, confinement and imprisonment, in order to
solve short-term problems, while long-term problems still exist in the community
without any prevention. On the other hand, the penalties might cause the

problems more severe.

Keywords: Situation and Problem Management, Drugs Problem, Thai Muslim

Adolescents
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