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Food Security: Indicators of Cultural

Differences in Thailand

Supannee Chaiumporn®

Abstract

The research intends to present 3 main issues, i.e., 1) the meaning of food
security from an community’s viewpoint, 2) indicators of food security of a community
from social and cultural dimensions, and 3) comparison of food security of commmunities

having different cultures.

The researcher uses the qualitative techniques especially the key-informant
interview as a main instrument for data collection by interviewing 30 key-informants
from two different cultural communities; the first one is Muslim community and the
second is a Buddhist (15 key-informants from each community were interviewed
in-depth). Data obtained were then organized and analysed along logical context

descriptive lines with reference to relevant theories and concepts.

Findings of the study reveal that food security according to community’s
viewpoint means having food productive system and/or food selective system in
balance with consumption along community’s way of life, beliefs and culture of the
community. When asked about food indicators from social and culture dimensions
of the community, 19 indicators were mentioned, i.e., 1) variety of food consumed

each meal, 2) ability to reach food sources as needed, 3) have sufficient income to

buy food, 4) taking food for it’s valve, not overdone, 5) taking good quality food,
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118 Moo 3, Sereethai Road, Klong-Chan, Bangkapi, Bangkok 10240, THAILAND.
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without contamination or chemical substance, 6) good looking appearance, 7)

no disease derived from inappropriate food taking, 8) knowing of food providers
nutrition principles of cooks or family’s food providers, 9) providing appropriate
food for each family member, 10) planning for cooking or food preparation,
11) household’s economic situation, 12) knowledge about safety of food production
affecting community’s ecological system, 13) knowledge about food productive
safety for consumers, 14) knowledge of traditional food of the community, 15) having
productive system/ acquiring food resource in balance with community’s consumption
need, 16) common productive ground/ space for community food production,
17) common food keeping place, 18) having community food distribution system,

and 19) central co-operatives as community food welfare.

In addition, when compare food security indicators of communities with
cultural differences, it was found that the two communities studied have similar
indicators of food security with emphasizing ways of food providing. However, there
are 5 different issues among them, i.e., 1) having sufficient income to buy food
(3 indicator), 2) taking food for its value (4" indicator), 3) taking good quality food
(5" indicator), 4) planning in preparing food (10" indicator) and 5) household

economic condition (11™ indicator).

Keywords: Food Security, Indicator, Indicator of Different Culture, Food Sources

Attainment
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uni1 (Introduction)
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wannluvaneussmalduszaudammmnlazunms Tuvasivssmanimuwdfvszaududam
arulliaunansesuasiduiy edesdniseimsuazineasuiiandsz1rd (Food and
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aafUsENaUTeIANTUAIYIIEISAeY 4 §F fe (Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, 2006)
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A19199 11 AUNLIPVBIAULUAINIIDINIT
Table 1: The Definition of Food Security
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(n = 15) (n =15) (n = 30)
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Table 2: Food Security Indicators of Individual Level
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- @W150AUIMY/ WD IUunRaDIMIS LA 8 53.33 5 3333 13 43.33
nnlonumLFeIN
- nsfisgleffiemenonisgooms 14 9333 4 2667 18  60.00
- MsAuMTEESAuA VLB 9 6000 - - 9  30.00
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waza LAl
NAANS
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Table 3: Food Security Indicators of Family Level
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Table 4: Food Security Indicators of Community Level
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Table 5: Comparison of Food Security Indicators Between Different Culture Communities
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fesdmnusiunsmams WU Fowar wu Fewar Fwau devaz
(n = 15) (n = 15) (n = 30)
FTAUYAAA
NSTUIUNTS
1. ANUNAINNANEUDIUTELANDINIT 9 60.00 10  66.67 19  63.33
Tuusiazie
2. @UN50NUBINT/ WIDIUKaeITIR 8 53.33 5 3333 13 4333
vgmﬁaiﬁmummﬁamw
3. msiisgldfifiemesenistesinis 14 9333 4 2667 18  60.00
4. Msfuensegrsfualiianiles 9 60.00 - - 9 30.00
Alvinerluusrazie)
5. miﬁiﬂﬂmmiﬁﬁ@mmw Uaoaansie - - 12 80.00 12  40.00
uazansiAll
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Table 5: Comparison of Food Security Indicators Between Different Culture Communities

(Continued)
Jo4la* walws* 524
Aestinnuiunmsamng I Fewaz Iwau Jewar 1wy Sewas
(n =15) (n = 15) (n = 30)
FTAUYAYY
ASZUIUNITAANISHERN
12. mmiﬁlmﬁumﬁwammmiﬁﬂaamﬁa a4 26.67 5 33.33 9 30.00
AasruuinAveIyNYY
13. mmitﬁ&nﬁ'umiwﬁmmmsﬁﬂaamﬁa 5 33.33 9 60.00 14 46.67
fluavnnveguslog
14. m’milﬁ'&nﬁ’ummiéfuamammu 12 80.00 - - 12 40.00
(Frvun, wnesTasiu)
15. $5UUNSHAR/ ASIUINSNEINTDIMNS 2 13.33 - - 2 6.67

naunaiunsusinavasauluyuvy
16. URaINERY8EIUTIN (WU W153Y) / 3 20.00 12 80.00 6 50.00
Anunildlunmsninensvesyuyy

17. upasdnLiiuemsvesdIusiyl 2 13.33 - - 2 6.67
nsTUIUNISNDY
18. dszuumswisluemsluyuwy 12 8000 5 3333 17  56.67
19. fannsainanaiioaTainisnidnu 1 6.67 - - 1 3.33
DIMNTVDIYUYY

MnnsAneAsisdamsiunmsemsvesgsuifim AN Tas I (hns
wadn) aundiuldintiaesmueuldinssydaidmuiuamsemsilndiAssiu nanfe Wl
muddyTudcidludewonsyuiunsnanieliinauweiiios wiouredehilsdinsadis
wdnUszAumusiunmsesvesTY LazanuUaenduseruilaa naenaunsiindimnaia
Tausssuiifesimiutstiu waeilsruunstemde (Wu avnsad) uinnuuansfdsiusng Wi
Tussiuanududuvesdsted nelungueasmulnenad Whdnswaremsseadulunmdnaaun
FfaudnisideningAvuiiionisudn maUss MeulseEnIu (Wina uwassawi) Wiludiauseditu
wazUszindl luvaziingsnenmsitumsnan msUse masuusenuemsiigndesmamdnlavun

Aans el oralieannanyuvulvenms Wuunawdaayulnslugndditiulsmerua il

o o

MNFANTHAIUUSINSAERS U9 57 avuit 1/2560



gnssdl lwedns

= o

WvihivdlsmenuanedsunniBemdou uazdaduedetefamgunin dafu msfiufsuiug
funieuen wazauaansatunslasuinusssunsuenlaineddinanenisusuisAauasnis
UftRvesyueu Suinesdudnviedads wenmilonndfivihaw endn wazmaun) Adnase
Tanvienl/ WaugamuesidvuadtufoRlumsiiduindelfisanuiuamisems Jaduly
AIUNANTIAINGIINUSITY (Cultural Ecology) ﬁlwwsﬁ%ﬁﬂ'rﬁﬂ%fuéffﬂﬁm’]”]ﬁ’uammmﬁam
METRUSTIN AIUULIAAYE Steward (1964: 36 dnsiisluaiin adasng, 2549: 20)

Jarauauug (Suggestion)
1) Torauanuzlunisujun

1.1) Mnmsdunvaiinnzdnglideyaiddyiounnieldszyfnnunseniinves
Uszruiilunfeuitimuaieimesmhsnumasgluieduieussifuausiuamse sty
yuruihieoudneden edloradudewnmnyusudsliuuauRauuuiiy q fo Salaufe
faflomsfifivene/ ausodeonld fewmed misnuresdiuiimaiinisinfanssufeatunis
afnnunseninferudAyroraemnstuguy Inen1sd1sanineInsems/ wiaandn
onsluuy eazvieunmaniunisalanuiunmnaevnshuiesiul iyl diuns uas
psgviin uenantamudinisdnnfuandeuaumnduszey 1 ey uuamneitasdoli
\Aamnusiunwnaemsvesyusuldegnadiiu Tnsamglulssifunsll nmsdanmsemsliian
UsgAnsnm iieaglimnaumudanisuagnsuiusiluynss

1.2) msfimsthussiiuienuizosivens was/vmio WAaIMISUDIYLYY AADATY
oifygiieativemsvesusy fws n1swdn msuze nsuslan Whanussyluniduilen

A q

[ =

YawmdngnIn1sAnyvieaduvedlsaiey Wevzihlugnmsugnldndinliundnuazinvulunis

o
U o

gu nIeuvisdadunuimeindrdyse
ArnduseanANANLITUAIIEINT

9

auiny wazdnuitvewny/ unatemnsvesyuvuliag1ads
nseedivanunisaimaudsuulasvedanlugalaniiing
YoguBUla

1.3) avsihihdusganutuasmemisiuneaeddiuiuniguwy iieaseanuduing
frunsesdiowasnsusuimun e fugus JazdoEsuanunssndnaeUssinuauUsIzung
Y94ANUTIUAWTD MUY Y

2) UBLAUBLULANMSUNITING

2.1) mstinmsfnwuleuigiunisesuasnnuduameeImsvesuulunnsziu
lidnazifuszauviosdiu (eUn.) seaudamin seaudne seiunsznsds uazseausy Iulouisluls
seauflanugonnas uaz/vie Innuduldlalumsfiavseli nSeuismsinsfnuduloue

NIDA Development Journal Vol. 57 No. 1/2017

221



ANMUTUAINI9DIMNS: AeUsdineTausssuludsaulne

222

v @ % LY L3 aadada ¥

WeIfUAURUAImMINDINISVRLs Ui ulan Al AUAR YoYU TLLALINTINVDIYN LA T
finuaenrassvsell wazlidadvezlsnineitasenisiiulovislUufualaliiianalaagiad
Usgdnsnm

v v '
=l v Ao 0%

2.2) msfinmsimwdiued/ fzdn anudueamsensluynsyau ielfidueniesde
TunsasianuiupmeImsvesnd wisunsliguwulasunsiu/mseniin uasdselivanmeay
Wizunanuiuamnemnsegwelies sufieliinduwwimidunisadennuduaamieins

Yo Rtudesnztlugauiiunminsemnsvesalaegneddy

2.3) AsAnWIIMuETNATNANLATEIINLGEeIRANluAIeIMT UasASeYY
YsaNsiie iAnANILAIN 19813

2.8) MnMsfiny) WUl InYEruTivinsaimdnusziueuiupmIemsves

o
v v =2

guuduiuadannuddy Aiudmsiinsfineideludedisnsaiamdnuseduanuiupsms
9IMNIVBIYUTY

L@NE1591994 (References)

aantusssuspiionsfamundsnuuazdawnden. (2555). Sunssua Rio+20 gaiaulne.
NTUNNUMUAST: amﬁuﬁiiu%’@ﬁamsv"v’wmé’mmLLaz?iQLLamé’am. 14.131-132

ain asfhsnns. (2549). NIswasukUaw IS aeSTURUN I SHRININ SYessIRL. (Ruvindad 7).
NFANNUMIUAT: 1SRNADIANTANATIAVSHUAN.

Beddington, John. 2009. Global Challenges: The Perfect Storm - The Future of Food,
Energy and Water Security. Retrieved September 1, 2012 from http://thaiview.
wordpress.com/2009/09/27/john-beddington-lecture/.

Food and Agriculture Organization of The United Nations (FAQ). (2006). Food Security:
Policy Brief. Italy: FAQ.

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. (2010). The State of Food
Insecurity in the World: Addressing Food Security in Protracted Crises. Italy: FAO.

Robert B. Textor. (1980). A Handbook on Ethnographic Futures Research. Stanford,
CA : Stanford University Press.

United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA). (2012). International
Decade for Action “WATER FOR LIFE” 2005-2015. Retrieved February 1, 2012

from http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/scarcity.shtml

MNFANTHAIUUSINSAERS U9 57 avuit 1/2560



gnssdl lwedns

223

Translated Thai References

Good Governance for Social Development and the Environment Institute. (2555). Catch
the flow Rio+20 To society in Thailand. Bangkok: Good Governance for Social
Development and the environment Institute. P.131-132.

Sanit Snuckarn. (2549). Cultural change and Societal development. (Edition 7). Bangkok:
WVO Officer of Printing Mill.

NIDA Development Journal Vol. 57 No. 1/2017





