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The Speech-Act Meanings of Khotot in Thai*

Thasanee Mekthawornwathana™*

Abstract

This research aims to analyze the pracmatic meanings of the word
‘kbotot’ in Thai, using the speech act framework. The analysis revealed that
‘khotot’ is used as the expression of admitting one’s mistake, request marker,
attention-getter, leave-taking device, refusal and a device for asking for
permission. These meanings reflect that focusing on the interpersonal relationships
and concerning for other people’s feelings are the distinctive characteristics of

Thai culture.

Keywords: Apology, Keyword, Speech Act, Pragmatic Meaning, Thai Culture
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