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Abstract

The objective of the research paper titled, “Attitudinal Factors of Determining
Disyllabic Thai Nicknames,” is to study the logic and contributing factors behind
contemporary Thai guardians’ behaviour of giving their children a disyllabic nickname,
revealing Thai attitude towards choosing a nickname.

A survey seeking information on why a dysllabic nickname for a child might be
chosen was sent out to guardians of kindergarten and primary school students. The results
indicate that amongst those surveyed, 48.33% of kindergarten students in year 2 and 47.34%
of the overall number in year 3 have a disyllabic nickname. This is significantly higher than
primary school students in years 5 and 6 in which only 38.37% and 30.71% of the overall
numbers, respectively, have a disyllabic nickname. The results register a growing trend to
give a child a disyllabic nickname, contrasting with past custom.

In addition, it was discovered that one of the guardians’ desire to give their children a
name with a desirable meaning is one of the main reasons a disyllabic nickname is chosen.
Other reasons for the choice include that the children tend to lose them if a syllable is
dropped and the desire for a unique sounding nickname. However, it was also observed that
despite having got a disyllabic nickname, a particular child when addressing him/herself
would still pick out only one of the two syllables to be used in place of the first person
pronoun.

Key words: disyllabic nicknames, first pronouns
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Foil U Mean ) DRiver! Mean SD
1 158 3.27 1.110 450 3.33 1.044 -556 606
2 159 3.00 974 450 3.06 1.026 -.666 607
3 159 3.14 1.042 449 3.21 1.035 -676 606
4 157 3.41 1.050 449 3.58 1.049 -1.785 604
5 159 2.70 1.124 aar 2.84 1.191 -1.340 604
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6 159 3.56 1.123 449 389 937 -3.286** 240
7 158 2.40 1.145 449 261 1.107 -2.025* 605
8 159 2.68 1.176 447 3.08 1.082 3.750%%*- 259
9 159 3.13 1.226 449 3.36 1.106 -2.258* 606
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. Mean  SD . Mean  SD 1w Mean  SD 1w Mean  SD

1 186 330  1.038 187 326  .988 155 3.29 1.128 80 3.55 1.101
2 186 3.07 970 188 3.01 942 155 3.01  1.090 80 3.18  1.088
3 185 322 982 188 3.11 .986 155 3.15 1.121 80 3.45 1.054
4 186 347  1.046 187 350 975 153 3.58 1.104 80 3.71 1.093
5 183 280  1.185 188 277 1131 155 272 1176 80 3.09 1214
6 184 378  .968 187 380  .955 155 3.73 1.118 81 398 922
7 184 264  1.134 188 243 1.044 154 253 1.167 80 2.70 1.152
8 184 3.02  1.096 188 2.88 1.080 154 2.88 1.215 80 3.25 1.049
9 185 334 1.097 188 332 1140 155 319 1247 80 338  1.036
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WA #indn 20,000 U 20,001 - 30,000 UM 30,001 VIMTUlY

fofl | Swau Mean SD W Mean SD 9w Mean D
1 62 3.50 1.020 126 3.40 .989 409 3.28 1.086
2 62 3.08 1.013 126 3.06 .990 410 3.06 1.016
3 62 3.37 .996 126 3.23 1.005 410 3.18 1.044
4 61 3.74 1.079 125 3.56 1.043 409 3.51 1.046
5 62 2.89 1.175 124 2.85 1.148 409 2.80 1.188
6 61 3.72 1.019 125 3.82 1.024 410 3.81 979
7 62 2.69 1.139 125 2.65 1.123 409 251 1.114
8 62 3.18 1.167 125 3.10 1.099 408 2.89 1.124
9 62 3.40 1.166 125 3.38 1.120 410 3.25 1.157
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foil Fuau Mean SD Fuau Mean D
1 261 3.38 1.006 315 3.24 1.092 1.486 574
2 261 3.14 972 316 296 1.041 2.201* 575
3 261 3.30 1.008 315 3.09 1.050 2.351* 574
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