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A Stylistic Study of Thai Child-Directed Narratives:

Significance for the Facilitation of Language Development
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Abstrract

This research article aims to 1) analyze some significant attributes and linguistic devices
in Thai child-directed narratives and 2) correlate the attributes of the narratives with their
supportive roles in facilitating child language development. A corpus of 50,000 words Thai
narratives were used as data for this study. Results show that Thai child-directed narratives
consist of four attributes. Firstly, the “Simple” attribute is illustrated through the use of short
information units and the avoidance of pronouns. Secondly, the “Attractive” attribute is
shown by the use of conversations and words in spoken language such as final particles.
Thirdly, the “Explicit” attribute can be found in the repetition of protagonists’ names. Fourthly,
the “Prototypical” attribute is indicated from the use of various sentence types and verbs. In
addition, three roles of narratives including attracting children’ s attention, facilitating content
understanding, and being a language prototype are also found.
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