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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the history, current conditions and problems
of earth-sheltered architecture in the Northeastern region and the application of wisdom to build
earth-sheltered living places in Northeastern Thailand. The research methodology was divided
into four phases: Phase 1, determining the area of 6 provinces and a group of 34 educators;

Phase 2, using the research tools of interviews and questionnaires to collect the data with the
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knowledge group; Phase 3 was a workshop with 11 practitioners; and Phase 4 was to build
earth-sheltered living places with the group of practitioners and general informants. The data
were analyzed with a content analysis. The research demonstrated that 70-100 years ago,
Chinese immigrants brought many cultures to build earth-sheltered living places in the Northeast.
The current state of earth-sheltered living places that were not designed by architects were
often seen as being not beautiful. They were replaced by a concrete building because of the
forces of modernity. Therefore, in this study good design features of traditional earth-sheltered
living places, combined with modern architecture, were applied to produce better examples
which blended each material according to its properties and brought out the distinctive value
of the material to show it gracefully. The result was an earth-sheltered living place of practical
and architectural beauty.

Keywords : Earth-sheltered architecture, History, Applied wisdom
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