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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the system and categorization of terms for ghosts in Tai dam
language by analyzing semantic components based on Ethnosemantics. The data was
collected from interviewing five informants who were purposively selected according
to the following criteria: their mother tongue is Tai Dam language, they live in the cities
of lower Northen Thailand, they are 40 years old or more, and believe in ghosts and spirits.
The results show that there are 41 ghost terms in total. The meanings of ghost terms
are differentiated in 11 dimensions: supernatural, good/evil, duty, dwelling place, class,
manner of death, gender, age, food, spiritualist and specific features. All the ghost terms

are categorized into a folk taxonomy of five hierarchical levels: beginner, fundamental,
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basic and specific. The beginner level consists of one terms: a/phi:/. The fundamental
level consists of two terms: @a /phi: di:/and a(l;;m’/phi: ha:j/ The basic level
consists of 20 terms, e.g., uqt( /th&m/ and C\Jn /mbt/. The specific level consists of
18 terms, such as 3((1‘;(/;10 /p"i:ptutaw gnd glfﬁn /1u? kiat/. From the analysis of the
meanings of all the ghost terms, Tai Dam worldviews are inferred. It can be concluded
that ghosts have ways of life and behavior similar to human, that they are members
of the society, can causes illness, and can not interact with people directly.

Keywords : Ghost terms, Tai dam, Ethnosemantics
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