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ABSTRACT

The valuable resource management coupled with the participation of all sectors to create a
balance between nature and society leads to the research objective to study the tourism context and
development of Ban Rong Kla Community, Nakhon Thai District, Phitsanulok Province, which was
under Richard W. Butler's tourism cycle concept. A qualitative research methodology was conducted.
The target groups were determined using a specific method of choosing five groups, totaling 43
participants. An interview form and a group discussion form were used and approved by the thesis
advisor. Information was collected through individual interviews and group discussions to gain data
triangulation. The content and events were analyzed through those data. The results showed that Ban
Rong Kla community has the potential for natural resource capital and unique cultural capital. This
development can be divided into 3 phases related to the concept of Richard W. Butler: survey,
community participation, and development. The phenomena found under COVID-19 during the
development phase were 1) the community lacked income, 2) the community’s new way of life, and
3) the community’s cooperation in conserving and rehabilitating the local natural resources. In
addition, the community has learned and is concerned about emerging diseases without abandoning
the main agricultural occupation and joining the government in organizing additional works using
local natural materials to generate income and reduce the risk of threats.
Keywords : Community-based tourism, Tourism area life cycle, Ban rong kla
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