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An Analysis of Chinese Business Investment Patterns and Their Impacts on
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Abstract

Background: Chinese investment in the Thai—Lao border area, driven by socio-economic mechanisms such as
economic development projects, railway systems, and special economic zones, has influenced local economies, lifestyles,
and people’s livelihoods. Therefore, this study aims to analyze the patterns of Chinese business investment and
to examine its economic, social, and educational impacts on residents in the border region.

Methods: This study employed a mixed-methods approach using purposive sampling. The samples included
366 respondents, 26 target participants, and 14 key informants. Field data were collected with written informed
consent from all participants through structured interviews and observation checklists, which demonstrated content
validity indices ranging from 0.67 to 1.00. The questionnaire achieved an overall reliability coefficient of 0.86.
Data were analyzed through interpretive and conceptual analysis, descriptive statistics (frequency and percentage),
and inferential statistics, including correlation analysis and two-group logistic regression.

Results: The structure of Chinese business investment comprised manufacturers or factories, border traders, border
market partners, and international trade and logistics enterprises, thereby reflecting the patterns of Chinese business
investment in the Thai—Lao border area. Perceptions of impacts on living conditions and livelihoods were reported
highest for education (57.10%) and lowest for economic aspects (49.90%). Personal, socioeconomic, and environmental
factors showed a low level of impact on the economy (19.10%) and a moderate level of impact on society (24.90%).
Education level was found to show a significant positive influence on both economic impacts (B=0.097, p=0.004)
and social impacts (B=0.086, p=0.007) at the 0.05 significance level.

Conclusions: Enhancing education is a critical factor in improving economic and social quality of life. Increased
local residency (Thai—Lao), agricultural land use, and household environments tended to reduce economic impacts,
while environmental factors continued to contribute positively to social well-being. Strengthening Chinese trade
activities, procurement and export patterns, infrastructure development, special economic zones, business expansion,
and regulatory cooperation are essential for achieving sustainable and balanced development in the Thai-Lao border area.
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Anfiunsifiusandays T@mL’?;"Nmﬂmaﬁmi@ﬁ’wtifmmumﬂ%’ﬂﬂmﬂﬁ:mﬂfvmLL@:
a1 a17 A nsueemiRnsnsaInamAnendsin fasreuasihdinsdinaiduas
waziurnstoufia Werenansandeunss e anazaandin s sisivinnsiinen Taesinns
FARNTEIIAT FONT UALYNNNTANAEE] 1NTIAIRAN AERHIRBAITRNTE e ATIA
BN TIBIANUGITIUUN (Ethnography) (Photisita, 2009) yinnn9tiuiinnsdainauuuiaausas
nnstEAm ez AN unEn 19N En T LAZ RS WIAABNYBIYNYY dayauazdrdRgnem
Amn1saNnEain3antuindeen1sdnn e sl ot aunienisuas | Lﬁumqm‘jﬁ’umjmﬂmmﬂ

wazngni layaddgfiadaslauarldmnduesnduaednuolidnusiBeuiesudn
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maAmsziieyaBenann laetasnnsfiaanu (Hermeneutical method) Wisvinaasidina
ANTHIHILRINTBAIIN NEYANHO! UAUIZFUNITUNWAIAN FIHTUNITILATIZATILUIAR
(Conceptual andlysis) {NBRNALATENHN GANsIANY NSUENUEZAINHNMANE WazdAYinAnT1alATIaEng
VNNUHIAA (Shashi, 2022) Huuuanafinaunausznden1svinaaiinlannumuneidedndu
o/ a 1 = % o/ ad a gy a lﬂl o/
A139ATEUUANNARBE WRMANG FaAARaINUdTN1TARs1eidayaBelsunaliNe aiuayu

a o [%

NANISI9E A9

e Gea = GERIGS Tt Vet Tre a8 Bangsonn [Fun navneuanuayiasay a1y
adfiBsayn daznaudiay neinssianadiiugifemdianandiudss lunasdmdandinfl
Vunsdauts f1vua isnulsaasrasdiad N ANaNTUE WEaAT r (ANFNUTEANBRNANAWE:
Correlation coefficient) @A 0.75 (Prasitratsin, 2005) WUA1 AaLUsB s 91390 25 79 Usenaudian

%

WA (XT) B8] (X2) HOMRATWARTA (X3) S2AUNISANEA (X4) gRAWT (XB) 818w (X6) 318 (# (X7)
SULLUATELATY (X8) TuIARsaLAda (X9) naiinaniBnngs (x10) naliustlamiimu i
andfe (x11) nnstirezlmifiduinnnainens (x12) nalualemiiaulan e (13) maliuslunm]
ARnfpaamnass (X14) nalidazlanifndnbu o x15) anmuandosfiogaiftRnnum (x16)

anwwandaxiiagnfeRafiun (X17) anmuandenfiagendufialsss (x18) anmuandendioy
andefiananaiu (X19) anuandenfiogandufaaiaanadied (x20) anuandenfiogende
Aada (x21) annuandenfingandeRnaniuinun (X22) snmuandexiiegorfeRausdinaiaans
(X23) aamuandeniiagondefintinuEen (x24) uazaniwiandenfiogenfefadud q (x25)
FafidnAan g iuagszndny -0.557 f9 0.606 uanadn aIn1TaAATIERAEULAeY
Wangenu § lagvianisiasnsinisanassladafinuuy 2 AGH (Binary logistic regression
analysis) FetfiugauafifA (e 2 A aanlamafimanisoiazdn fe Aamaniaol (v=1)
uaz lHiAmwRnE0] (Y=0) (Wanichbancha, 2018) AesanAdLlszavisnadaaulaaiioni (e

Nagelkerke R square (RN?) A3 aaasfiad uigadniuulsiuni1samsisinisannssladafin
(Wanichbancha, 2018)

NISNTNUARNNAF IV NFTANIFITY

ANNAF 1N WA
<

Ho: svsunnsfinen gRamn (me-amn) mstduselemiiiiwinnisnees uazanmuanion

a !

Antinudeu Gifldvinasananssnuduaygia uasiudony

He: szdiunnsinen gRawn (me-amm) nstéusslemiiifwinnisinens uazanmuanion

Artnuizen HENTNARENANITNLAUATEENY UaziTudIAN

TrAUEENATYNNEDF 0.05 (* p<0.05)
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Figure 1. Business Investment Structure

Iasvaivnisavnunivssia
(Business Investment Structure)

usén/Isovmugnan Am msAs:kdvus:inAuazladadindg
(companies/Manufacturers) (Partners)  (International Trade and Logistics)

» dunaw (Central) « Su (China) « 1dumvkasvkneas 3 (Route 3)

. a.)urgunjn(Reglc_Jna_l) « a1 (Laos) * @wiudasmw (Friendship Bridge)

« douvvkia (Provincial) « Ino (Thailand) » dwwmneuau (Border Checkpoint)

4aq (etc.)
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(Border Traders) (Border Market)
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(Importer-Exporter) 4aq (etc.)
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Note. Summary of interviews with Chinese merchants, immigration officials, and relevant personnel.
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Table 2. Chinese business investment patterns in the Thai-Lao border area.

WHIANTIRINY SULUUNTI5R9K (Investment models) ﬁuﬁuﬂﬁmdmﬁﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁy uansenulamian
(Category of investments) (Key areas and projects) (Prominent impacts)
LA gAaNLA - A&l (Casion) - flamastinatinuausan - duaBHAsYiauien
AHIALNVBIAT (Golden - T99usw (Hotels) AUNDITLNLEY UALANTEHULAN
Triangle SEZ) - paAAuANUaaAnNE (Duty-free Markets)  99niAL@eN318 (Opposite (Promotes tourism and

- N OUUUNYR Ban Sob Ruak, Chiang Saen  cross-border trade)
(Bokeo International Airport) district, Chiang Rai province)
Tﬂi@ﬂ%mﬁuﬂmﬁm — NIRRT E-a19 (AT 4) e BeNee-Fenane - NNNSEeNABIAY
ANWIAN (Transportation i#anFe9a89 (Fourth Thai-Lao friendship  (Chiang Khong-Houayxay Tadafindsendnlne
Infrastructure) bridge (Chiang Khong)) route) A1 UWAZAY (Enhances
- mﬁﬂ’mmﬂuummﬂwﬁﬁ@ (R3A) — RV NARWANYLEY 3 connectivity and logistics

L%ﬂwi@wwm'qu@uwﬁq—ﬂ@mwwmum T AL a1n Wiassimn-  between Thailand,
(Development of the R3A economic corridor #iaeiles (Route 3 in Laos via  Laos, and China)
connecting the Kunming-Bangkok expressway) ~ Luang Namtha-Houayxay)

— yanaasuazaruulaAa@ng (Highways

and logistics systems)
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Table 2. The Chinese trade impact on the livelihoods of people in the Thai-Lao border areq.

WANTENU (Impact) q9749% (Quantity) £auaz (Persentage)

finwiFraEgia (Economic)
- #11 (More) 187 51.10
- fiot (Less) 179 49.90

AUFIAN (Social)
- H1N (More) 203 55.50
- fingl (Less) 163 44.50

A11N15FNET (Education)
- H1N (More) 209 57.10
- fimg (Less) 157 42.90

snanail 2 dmdigifudiuingsiemafinedniinanamusionnadueg sz
Tuufisnaumitne-ana Sufuuan fe Funnsinen (209 au Anduenas 57.10) Tsasanie
Fusnn (205 A Anidiudenas 55.50) uazdinusmsgiia (187 an Andudenas 51.10) nfidnias
Aennaufindn wanazudmassugia (179 ms Andudesay 40.90) ninfiga sevasnie Fndonn
(163 s AnudinEosas 44.50) dauinunnsfinen (157 e Anuudasas 42.90) finansnulinsfign

ATHATAL
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flaqasauyana Asugiasean uazRuandan dnuAsugia

a5t 3. wanseudnuAsHgAaseasiungvesszy s uau e -a1a

Table 3. The economic impact on the livelihoods of people in the Thai-Lao border areq.

fauils (Variable) B S.E. Wald Sig.
TEAUNTTANET (Education level) 0.097 0.034 8.171 0.004
Qﬁﬁ’nm (fne—-an1) (Residence (Thai-Lao)) -1.292 0.534 5.841 0.016
nstUseTemifiawinnsineas (Agriculturdl land sse) -724 0.346 4.384 0.036
ANNLIRAANAATINWEAU (Household environmental conditions) -.609 0.281 4.701 0.030
fr’hmﬁ (a) (Constant (a)) 0.081 1.126 0.005 0.943

Negelkerke R?=0.191, Chi-square=54.949. Sig.=0.00

* p<0.05

NANTIATITNBUBVENAIBIRIULTBRIZADNANTENUAMATEEAT (AT NH 3) wudn HA
Wisnzas (Chi-square=54.949, Sig.=0.00) lagsziunisinen gRan (e-s0) nnstUse e inifin

YINENERAT WaraNTLIARaNAATIME D1 ME1TaFUIEANNIUTLTINANTIUR NEsEgRa F

o/

Za8ay 19.10 (Negelkerke R2=0.191) FyHaNInaluszsuting asdwidadiAgynaafidfifisysu 0.05

Vv
¥ o/ A

uamsdnansashsniinunedsingniselld feil

FTAUNNSANERENENABILINABNANTENUAMAEEEAY (B=0.097, Sig.=0.004) \iaseA

AI ¥ g 1 { a 1 ¥ a AI S v & |
ANSANEANTNRIHNe laniafiaviinnanssnusa ANULATEINIILINNTY WA WA LRWANNNS

v
J} [} YV AR

1% ) @ o o . N N a g [
?’—Jﬂ‘j?&ﬂﬂﬂqﬁﬁﬂ‘]ﬂqLﬂuﬂ@@ﬂﬂqﬂf‘gﬁﬁrlﬂﬂ\?LZ\ﬁNﬂMﬂWW%Q@IWWQLWiEiﬂ@Tﬂﬂﬂ %ﬂ?ﬁ‘l’]"lﬂmﬁﬂﬂuﬂqﬂ

1
g °

gRswn (ne-am) nsliUselemiifwinnisinens uazanmuasienfatiniEeuidvninadeay
FENANITNUATLATEENAT (B=-1.292, -0.724 Uaz -0.609 auadL) et wildua Aty eadisi 0.05
uanadn nsiisaneeIgRan (me-a12) nstilsylamiiifwinnisinems uazaninuandes

= a

AntinuEan funlinfenfianansenufuasugiaanas
flaqadauana LAsugiateAN RASAILIANDN ATUFAIAN
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Table 4. Social impacts on the well-being of people in the Thai-Lao border area.

Aauils (Variable) B S.E. Wald Sig.
FYAUNT9ANEA (Education level) 0.086 0.032 0.7330 0.007
Qﬁﬁ’um (TVI?—J—me) (Residence (Thai-Lao)) -1.117 0.415 7.244 0.007
natUszTemiiawinn1sinems (Agricultural land use) -1.220 0.365 11.194 0.001
NAMNUWIARBENAATINNEEH (Household environmental conditions) 0.601 0.282 4.550 0.033
AnAsTt (@) (Constant (a) -0.305 1127 0.073 0.787

Negelkerke R?=0.249, Chi-square=75.207, Sig.=0.00

* p<0.05
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NANIIATITNOLBNENALBIFILUTBRTEADHNANTINUAIEIAN (911971991 3) Wudn Haaw
WHIZAN (Chi-square=75.207, Sig.=0.00) lneiszdiunsfinuen gRanmn (be-ann) nstidszlom s
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Lg a

Sig.=0.007 waz 0.001 AMHAIAL) MNeANIT n1slgRaw (e-a1) waznns s Teesisim
BN ATNINTWAZAA [BNTE NN RARANTZNUN A ANASBE T AT F 50 EnNLInEDH
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Table 5. The impact of Chinese trade on the livelihoods of people along the Thai-Lao border.

ATRNRNTENL s1aazIdn NAVINUIN NANI9|U
(Impact area) (Details) (Positive impacts) (Negative impacts)
LT gReYNYY — nadinnneswe A STudn AN - S1ANANANgNas (Lower - FUaznaunaTinsduudediill
(Community Economy) QULLUUﬁ’IﬁJﬁﬂ AN URZAAR product prices) (Local businesses undble to compete)
A8k (Influx of Chinese traders, - fAauAdenainvany - 518 lEnanng LazgNNATIAI
shops, Chinese capital in retail, (Greater product variety) (Reduced income and price
wholesale, and border markets) suppression)
e{frsaEan _ AnsuEnfins (Land lease) _ flselFanAduaznus - Arussmuazlifadainng (Low
(Household income) - mif%\iLL‘mmTumummemzmm (Income from rent and wages)  wages and no benefits)
\rrsegiiailee (Employment of labor - 2meTENTHNAY (Lack of stable
in agricultural gardens and special career)

economic zones)

VIIWHINTTTTHERA — AN TR vmdle ﬂ@uﬂﬁ% - ﬁfﬂﬁdﬂ%wﬁugmmmqu - ﬁmmmﬁﬂmﬁ@ﬂmiu
(Natural resources) EiN lﬁlm Wangiedl (Land (@, M) (There is (Environmental degradation)
concessions, mining, monoculture, some infrastructure (roads, - A ‘li"’l Sug] 61 gﬂﬁ’]mﬂ (Land,
and chemical use) electricity)) water, and forests are destroyed)
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M1519 5. (918)
Table 5. (cont.)
ﬁﬁuﬂ'&ﬂﬁ:?’l‘u suacidun WANINUIN NANINAU
(Impact area) (Details) (Positive impacts) (Negative impacts)
andlufimuuazmadl - wuduiiauduunuuniluseds - aAnaREImTIN
N9 (Land rights (Non-transparent land concession (Lack of participation)
and participation) expropriation) - gty Reandlumsnens
- Gifinssuiadesgua (Loss of rights to resources)
(No community listening)
Tamnsasuasdean - e seivie - uaniAsimusTIN - AmusaTiBsiugnanUYILImaY
(Culture and society) WaA1au (The arrival of foreign (Cultural exchange) (Local culture is being marginalized)
workers or Chinese traders) - Audnudanmn@inig (Ethnic
— AUETINNNTUS N ALLLIAY conflicts)
(Chinese consumer culture)
ARG - ﬁuﬁmmmlﬁNgﬂmﬁﬂwﬂumuﬂéw - elfanfinesugia — WIALARUBIMNTAE (Loss of
(Food security) mummﬁ@d\m@ﬂ (Conversion of (Income from cash crops) local food sources)
traditional farmland to banana and - ﬁx‘lﬁ\mmmu@ﬂ (Dependence on
rubber plantations for export) external markets)
gunmuazfuanden - WansaRhunumanassiu saundos - - flymrguainanansiadl (Health
(Health and environment)  ¥i&a1Las SEZ (Use of agricultural problems from chemical exposure)
chemicals in Chinese plantations, - safedusiuasAn (Water and
banana farms, or SEZs) soil pollution)
AN9ANEN (Education) - YHANATUANNIIHAALAZARIA - - Gidhemensefnanwg (Lack of
(Chinese capital controlling production knowledge transfer)
and markets) ~ A TRERnE et

(Lack of local skills development)

91NN 5 WU nEINgaRaTesA i AVENaRNE W e AT Te LA ie-an TiobuazaL
Trssnnaeuatvg) v Geu WiTHgNaNiAE (SEZ) WazIsAuqanIa W Wed1segey auA15IANgn
(fiugin BedanaiBaauasnoiiuin fe nsanunuIaeATEgieiesin nsuiuilivinfes
uazANIADN NTNTDIRIuIRdEN dannaiBsuanuazntg iu Tanadindedudia s1A1gn
vidaann ity uillilinadidou s
afUs1eng

38N Ngsnaresduluiufisneuauing-a1a axfienlfifunadnoesgduuunissi
syyinsmafifidnynmanzeesiufisnauem uazsusareslszneunsusiazssiuiaenndos

fulanauariindninussdunmiassygia dan uazn1sAnenfiAsuulasessieiios Ao

Usznausn wadded dndsunumandaeemiefnauauns Tuns@enlssioldgunm
sinai{nanueuazanui@ehismean Trevimsididudsousm@uduasnemiin es s
ANETAINATUNNGA BILNLMAINEINBAARBINU Kaes et al. (2025) uaussiusianiusia

G080

mmrmrE - This work is licensed under a Creative Attribution Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License. |173



msasnugsAvAuireuayIne-a1 / Thai-Lao border business investment
Mungthaisong & Srivapot

NNFIANT L EE TN TINBI R ANLATLE Ty T danndnetieBin aaonBetnenensfi
MeawU uazRaarRnBnmnisdndming atnlsfif naAdenunsAEuuasennntaRemd
sanalugnisdenladlasnsmmdngnantuggdeu iasioumwnnnisuesssumafuuudadis
Tugssuasabmfisinadnnsladainduazmebladaaaumanmionfinysyavbnm faonndas
funleunaniaiam dasdniiifiansiam MasesenangsnensuaziansssmnaesEgia

Tuiiniiflegfin wazenszAuaEaInnsaiuniswleiulfiaasonisiin n1sawm nnsvisiian
& L Ao o = v a a o 2 ¥ o a

dnfinfivannisdurdenuazad e ynassegiauasdonn i aaandensesiuiansss
m\‘iLﬂwgﬁmmzﬁ\mﬂuﬁuﬁmﬂ wedenlasiuyssmeiiautinu (Stategy and Planning Division,

Office of the Permanent Secretary, 2024)

Usznadann suuuunssedauaznaaeeenauwin wodniansdanguge lnedudgilng

13 lnavialufansdtunsasesnnis 2-5 ASwralfian yariaAsIRus 5 uanumaniie 3 &meum

uet BHALMAUAWAIAIARY 2047 ANA 9N NA 11 A1 lBauudi asfintsssesnUBinnigsiaiies

bugnananau dnuasduiiasianfesruumsfuunssuuivnameRiinanssansauazandug g
v & v Py N v P = v Ao o ° o v Ay

madafuandnvdeitesfige Salwmn s Amyamiumsfmeauaug alviiidempuauns

ATTNABINISIDIARIABEYIIAT (Khecharanan, 2005)

U52N190ANN miﬁ’wuﬂm\m%wﬁuggmmxmmLﬂwgﬁ@ﬂmw 1% LALATe g NaNAY
aumdsamasfuazlasednaNAN sEtsaAsun RSy gRs R iTsLALaIn A
Pemaun g Rrans gesinanniadn neamu uasnavieaiienssiugRana diu mUsudi
angEnunedan Fsdnfufeusiuanufiseiefenudinntaaiminngandedny
wasuflaymiidudeauatinedsdu (Cardon et dl, 2017; Kaes et dl., 2025) Lﬁmg"uﬁum'mm%@fﬁﬁm
Fnmanuminaziinniadonlavdniladafing msasulneassendwtasuns uasniavesiien
BeTmmosanuaz@einafimu st uedneiiiosify egnelafiam unnsinunees L et d. (2025)
ThAnungsudeufoundonuaninennanniaiu wadd Lﬁﬂﬂiiqﬁﬁﬂqmw%mﬁ’u NANTENY
Beaurasngandsusentauipnasdidetenamadunon Tned ifupanadiAnyeesniadaiy

AUANTIAST WAZNITRYHNNNITRN sansfiulauuudedn

AMMAUUTENTFATINY NN5281EFNENRaNTTNNTA AN TR UESNATIUINsBLATETAY
WA 1234 NEEEIT NNl uaznesiagsiaEmaRAeaies somReaiufdeline
AHTIIEAIUNITIANNS 1 NaAIUANEINTTRETEN A LAz IWEN S TR WA S s A
yevdn BefisadaanudandessndsssmeanaznataiuguaBalsunsatneingda tiasnu
iwEanuATAAaeAR BRI ULIATHERY FenRdastuaARAnNSunednnTidanlag
AU MHNIENITAAHHIATELARNAITANET ANMTIEN ANEREITH UATANTHYBEYU (Isgren &
Longo, 2024)
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dindanamg walilad wasiinuzlnal aonadasiy Ejavec (2020) B i sasmulinnsAne,
dunalnddntunisannnabivinfeamisdns uazdduyunsed Waseinnisenssiy

nsfinefiuanguddgiunsiindnenmiarsegiauardsaneeind

U52n1sienn HanssnuATiAsEgAauardenn uamsifiussiunnsinen SavEnadeunn
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'
YA
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| 1
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o/
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= a o [ dl 4 ! a a ova % v
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526N FNENS
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1 7=
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(Mickwitz et al., 2006; Schaltegger & Synnestvedt, 2002)
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